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THE FIRST AMENDMENT OF THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION 

Nothing could be clearer, No court and no branch of government, 
including the IRS, is competent to determine the relative merits 

1 or fallacies of any religion, Nor may the beliefs, dogmas or 
practices of a newly organized religion be compared with those 
of an older, established religion. No court, branch of govern- 
ment or government officer or employee may praise or condemn any 

1 

religion, however excellent, fanatical or preposterous it may 
I seem to him. To do so would violate the guarantees of the First 
I Amendment. The right of individuals in good faith to practice 
I the religion of their choice is unconditionally guaranteed as 

long as it does not interfere with the rights of another citizen. 
I 



From ODINS ' RUNE SONG 
(of the Havamal) 

Wounded I hung on a wind-rocked tree 
for nine cold nights 

Transfixed by a spear, pledged to Odin 
Offered, myself to myself 

on that tree, of which no one knows 
frotp whence it is sprung 

They gave me no food, they gave me no drink 
downward I gazed 

To the m e 8  I applied myself, crying I learnt them 
and from that tree I fell 

"THE HAMMER-TOKEN" 

SIGN OF THE HAMKER 

"In the Names of Odin, Balder, Frey, and Thor" 

This is made by touching with the finger-tips of the left 
hand, the forehead, chest, left and right shoulders in that or- 
der, at the same time reciting the names of the four High Godso 
Odin (head), Balder (heart), Frey (left shoulder), and Thor 
(right shoulder). 

Odinfsts often open and close their religious rituals by 
making upon themselves the Sign of the Hammer of Thor. It is 
also called the Hammer Token. 

This action, besides demonstrating our religious beliefs, 
reminds us of the Gods, and helps us to separate in our thoughts 
the material and spiritual realms, 

-From THOR 
Official Publication of the Nation of Odir~ 



PREDICTION FROM ABOUT 1550 AoDo 

FROM "The Oracles of ~ostradamus" 1-50 

Of the aquatic triplicity shall be born 
One who shall make Thursday to be his holy-day: 

his fame, praise, kingdom, his power shall increase, 
a tempest by land and by sea to the East 

(De ltaquatique triplicite' naistra 
un qui fera le Icudy pour sa feste: 

Son bruit, 102, regne, sa puissance c~oistra, 
Par terre & Mer aux Oriens tempests, ) 

The Priesthood of Odin 

++GOD1 - A priest of Odin, In charge of a temple with the same 
duties and functions as a priest or minister of any 

or other religion with regards to funerals, marriages, 
baptisms and communions. He is not solely responsible 1 

GOTH1 for the condition of the religion in his district how- 
8VeX'o 

GYDJA A priestess of Odin with the same functions as a Godi. 

#GODAR - A priest of Odin. Same duties as a Godi or Gydja, but 

or has additional duties in conjunction with the adminis- 
tration of the geographical area. Has added responsi- 
bility for education. 

35 Either spelling i s  correct. Pronunciation should be Goth-ee said rapidly 
as in 'the' or ' th i s ' .  The only organized priesthood seemed to be at  Old 
Uppsala in Sweden because the Ingling Kings counted themselves as decend- 
ed from Frey and thus supported the religion. Although usually unorganiz- 
ed, every Teutonic nation had i t s  Odinic priesthood. 



THE RELIGION OF ODIN 

This is a book about a religion, A religion that was 
hundreds of' years old at the time of Christ and has had an 
unbroken, khough often times clandestine, existence from then 
to our own times. Followers of the swirling and often con- 
flicting groups of the Odinists still number in the hundreds 
of thousand and very likely in the low millions, In Germany 
alone about 1935, there were estimated to be 2,000,000 people 
who adhered to the beliefs of the New Heathen as they were 
then called. 

This book is not secretarian Lo any of the cults, or cluba 
that make up todays membership. Although it has been written 
under the general auspices of the Runic Society of Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, the opinions expressed are those of the author alone 
except where otherwise stated, Over a number of years, the 
author has interviewed members and leadera from Germany to 
Australia, uaually these interviews have been in person but 
sometimes they have been conducted by correspondence. Groups 
exist in most countries of northern &rope, North America, 
and Australia as well as Iceland, The beliefs, stated dogmas, 
and opinions have been recorded in these pages as accurately 
as it has been possible to do so, Diversity of opinion has 
often been sharp and their are a few groups that have not an- 
swered correspondence, 

' The author does not pretend to have written a complete 
history of the religion, or even to have made a complete survey 
of its beliefs and customs, Many volumes would be occupied 
in producing a work of that nature. The author does believe 
that he has assembled, sorted, and brought together much scat- 
tered information on the subject that has never been previously 
organized. The objective of the book is for the casual! reader 
to be able to tell what the basic beliefs of the Odinist system 
of religion really are. Lack of a better name impelled the 
writer to call the book "A Handbook of the Religion of Odin". 
The religion of Odin is the usual name associated with it be- 
cause of the exploits, fictional and otherwise, of its most 
famous practitioner, the seafaring, nation founding, Vikings. 
We tend to forget that the Vikings were not the only ones who 
had this faith. The Germans, Dutch, Ehglish, Scandinavians, 
many of the French, and the Normans all were followers of exactly 
the same faith before their conversion to Christianity. In 
anitquity, the name of this religion was the ASTRU, or 'men 
true to the Aesir'. Most of its present day followers call 
themselves Odinists, although some still use the old term. 
Needless to say, both usages are correct. 



The book has its limitations. When the reader has finished and 
should then decid.e he wants to become an Odinist, be would discover 
that the book does not contain enough information for him to do so. 
It does not contain the Elder, Edda, the Prose Edda, or the Saga of 
bigurd the Volsung, all of which are foundations works of the reJigion, 
Like all religions, the ASATRU have a body of 'stories and legends * 

that contain most of the great truths of the faith, It teaches by 
parable and comparison, as do a11 other religions. The great virtues 
of the faith are courage, loyalty of ones kin, kind, and to Tour 
given word. The religion is not noted for its belief in free will, 
but instead one must follow ones fate, for the ASATRU are the or- 
iginal believers in predestination, by whatever name it otherwise 
uses in its travels. '&en the time has come to die, then die as 
bravely as you can, trying to be worthy of your forefathers, and 
your family. This is fol-lowing the Swan-road, the way of the 
ASATRU . 

If one attempted to assign a date when the ASATRU re-appeared 
in modern times, it would be difficult to do so. Perhaps two or 
three decades would have to be picked instead of a specific date. 
lohat actually seems to have occurred was a gradual emergence from 
obscurity at about the time of Prussias humiliation.by Napoleon 
at the battle of Jena in 1806. After this defeat, patriots of 
Prussia worked unceasingly to rebuild the Prussian Army, From 
this start commenced the unification of Germany. Ancient German 
traditions were recalled, dug from the history,books and studied 
for inspiration. From the mist of a nearly forgotten past the I 

old gods re-appeared from the dimness of eight hundred years, 
From this well of story and and from the translations of 
the Icelandic Eddas and Sagas, sprang the stories that Richard 
Wagner used as a basis for him famous plays, The Ring of the 
Nibelungen, in mid-century. In England, author-poet, Richard 
Morris took note. He learned Tcelandic, went to IcelanB and 
studied the Eddas and other Icelandic stories and legends. Prom 
this, he wrote his epic poem, Sigurd, the Volsung, which Richard 
Wagner called the greatest epic since the Illiad. Thor and Odin 
returned to the Anglo-Saxons and the English speaking world. 
Knowledge of the subject became even more general as the Xlder 
Edda and the Prose Edda were translated from Icelandic into other 
languages. 

It was not that paganism had everlbeen completely silenced.. 
In the 12th Century, for example, the crusading army of Christians, 
marching through the Rhineland on their way to Palestine, thought 
it necessary to send out detachments of troops from time to time 
to wipe out pockets of pagans that still worshipped the old gods. 
This was the same force incidentally that massacred and harassed. 
the Jews of the Rhineland cities 'of Cologne and Worms. 



During the middle ages it was widely believed that old 
gods did really exist, but that the were devils not 
They might show themselves to men, %ut only to tempt &i%%'frorr, 
the path of righteousness into evil and to lure them to their 
doom. Two centuries later, in the 15th century, we can still 
find mention of the worshippers of the god Frey in the back 
country of Sweden, Undoubtedly the secret societies of witches 
and other pagans were havens for the old gods also, In the 
early 18th Century, Thor and Odin were still worshipped in 
Sutherland in northern Scotland in one or two districts, 

Historian Gibbons, whose remarks the reader will encounter 
again in these pages called it the Odinic religion, and it 
has been known as the Church of Thor and Odin as well as the 
ASATRU, Its detractors called it the work of the devil, As 
a matter of fact, it seems that the ASTRU are a branch of that 
old heathen religion that once encompassed all the peoples of 
Europe. If the names of the Gods were changed, substituting 
Zeus, or the Slavic, Perun, for Thor, the Thundergod, it would 
be discovered that the religious systems of the ancient Teutons, 
Slavs, Greeks, Latins, and Celts, are basically very similar. 

I ~ittle difference seems to exist between the deities other than 
1 
I 

names and the language in which it was spoken. Because of this 
a new tolerance prevails in Odinism in the years following World 
War 11, when it again came to life, 

i This new tolerance is based on a belief in the basic unity 
of European people and has its roots in the resemblances of the 
ancient pagan religions of Europe to each other, All Odinists 
groups now actively solicit,membership from the entire European 
descended population. They regard tendencies toward different- 
iation by racial sub-groups as divisive and fear that it might 
cause a caste system within the religion, There is at this 
time no claims to racial superiority, or Nordic, (or Mediterranean) 
superiority, but only claims of a common cultural background. 
Most of the membership feel that persons who will be interested 
will probably be persons of North European background, but that 
persons of other races who wish to study the background of 
European culture are welcomed, 

Another change is the youthful membership. The Odinist 
organizations have all been re-founded since WWII and with this 
youthful membership has come liberal ideas, It has been esti- 
mated that over half of the groups are politically to the left of 
center, An example of this is Iceland where Odinism had not been 
officially allowed because Luthesnism had been the state religion, 
After a few hundred members had been converted the matter was 
brought before the Icelandic Parliament. When it came to a vote, 
it was the socialist left that pushed it through, and socialists 
became the midwives at the rebirth of one of the worlds oldest 
religions, 

6 



While there are as many Odinists who are left of center as 
there are those who are on the right, the totalitarian affinities 
or sympathies which the older movement may have had have been 
swept away in the new era of good feeling. A faith in democratic- 
republicanism has replaced the tendencies toward one party rule, 
As one member put it. "The best chance for a small religion like 
ours to survive is under a system of religious and political free- 
dom...It's the only way in a world going increasingly totalitarian." 

Some other attitudes have also changed. One of the models of 
the movement has been the Fruit of Islam, organization of the Amer- 
ican Muslims. Ehaluating this, a Nation of Odin political movement 
has been founded with the objective of improving the lives of the 
Odinists. They liken themselves to the Sikhs of India and use 
these methods to perpetuate Teutonic culture and beliefs, Among 
Odinists who are conservative is another paradox, There is a 
growing admiration and sympathy for the new nation of Israel. This 
is partly due to Israels courageous defense against all comers and 
partly due to the growing conservatism of todays Jews as a group. 
The average Jew now has far more backbone than the sniveling type 
so vocal for the left before the Six Day war, and their growing 
hatred of Russia leaves only the most demented Jews still in the 
communist camp. Or at least, this is what conservative Odinists 
will tell you. 

\ 

In the 20th century, two leaders of the Odlnist faith have 
lived who have strongly influenced its development. In the German 
speaking world it was General Erich Ludendorf, the General who 
became virtually the dictator of Germany during World War I, In 
the English speaking nations it was an Australian whose pen name 
was Tasman Forth. Both men exerted their greatest influence prior 
to World War I1 in the 1920's and 1930fs, and both authored several 
books. 

General Ludendorf- (1865-1937) was the renowned German profes- 
sional soldier, who with General Paul Von Hindenburg, was the hero 
of the battle of Tannenburg where the Germans annihilated an army 
of invading Russians. After the war, the General,,with his second 
wife, Mathilde, became the spiritual leaders of the New Heathon 
in Germany. He was the author of several books and ceaselessly 
campaigned for a moral regeneration of the German people. After 
the war, General Ludendorf was active in the suppression of the 
communists and served in the Free Corps, the Kapp Putsch, and other 
anti-communist fronts. He joined Hitler and the Nazi movement in 
the early 1920ts, He broke with them after he became convinced 
that Hitler would ruin Germany. The Nazi's launched the Deer Hall 
Putsch in Munich in 1923 and Ludendorf marched with the Nazi's 
only to break with them after the attempted coup failed, Ludendorf 
never spoke to Hitler again because he thought that Hitler had 
shown himself a coward by diving for the ground when the shooting 
started. In actual fact it seems that Hitler was pulled to the 



ground by a dying comrade with whom he had linked arms, Regard- 
less of the facts, the old General remained hostile to Hitler to 
the end and became permanently estranged from his old friend 
Hindenburg, when President Von Hindenburg appointed Hitler Chan- 
cellor of Germany in 1933. Ludendorf died in 1937, not living 
to see his predictions about Hitler come true. The New Heathen, 
Ludendorfls groups, were swallowed by the Nazis, but then too, 
so were the Catholic and Protestant religions as well as the 
Centerist, Nationalist, and Socialist parties, 

The second famous leader from the second and third decade 
of the 20th Century was an Australianwho took his pen name from 
the island where he was born, Tasman Forth, (Alexander Rud ~ills) 
(1885-1964) was the leader of an Odinist group in Sydney, Aus- 
tralia, in the 19301s, He thus qualifies as one of the early 
leaders of the ASATRU in this century, and with George Bernard 
Shaw, as one of the first in the English speaking world, He wrote 
a few books which are still available in the second hand stores. 
He had a small group which met regularly and celebrated the 
traditional four seasons and other Holy days of the old European 
religion. The two men, Ludendorf and Forth, were among the 
active leaders of Odinism in this century with General Ludendorf 
being the spiritual founder. 

As we said in the opening of this chapter, this is a book I ,about a religion, Omitted are the racial theories of De Gobineau, , Grant, and Alfred Rosenberg, they have no place here, The 
philosophy and works of Richard Wagner and of Nietzche have only 
been commented upon where they have influenced the development 
of the religion in some way, It is true that the Nordic religion 
and the old deities were promoted in the SS, and that Himmler 

i and Alfred Rosenberg were Wotanists, (Odinists) yet, when the 
Nazi Party made a choice, they made a concordat with the Vatican, 

I saying, "The government sees in both Christian confessions the 
most important factors for the maintenance of our folkdom", 

It is true that religious beliefs cannot be completely sep- 
arated from the context of the historical period that produced 
the religions themselves, We cannot hold todays Catholics res- 
ponsible for the brutalities of the Inquisition, for the Massacre 
of St, Eartholamew, or the sack of Jerusalem by the Crusaders 
when they captured that city, We cannot hold todays Protestants 
responsible for the cruelties of the Reformation, So also, we 
cannot hold present day Odinists responsible for the brutal 
murders committed by some maniac who the Odinists would also 
consider outside the pale of humanity. 

The Odinist religion, in North America at least is literally 
erupting from nowhere; springing from the ground. The author 
knows of individual after individual and group after group who 
were convinced that they were the only Odinists in the world, 

1 8 



and were astonished to discover that others had also independently 
re-discovered and returned to the old faith. lt,%y did they return 
to it? Because they believed that the Christian religion which 
they had inherited had failed them personally or was failing our 
people. 

Here is what George Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel, the famous 
German philosopher, had to say about Christianity. 

"Christianity has emptied Valhalla, felled the sacred groves, 
extirpated the national image as a shameful superstition, as a 
devilish poison, and given us instead the imagery of R nation 
whose climate, laws, culture, and interest are strange to us ant1 

I 

I whose history has no connection whatever with our own, A i1avi.d 
or a Solomon lives in our popular imagination, but our own co~~ntryfs 

I heroes slumber in learned history books.. , 

It is possibly an understatement to say that we may hear more 
I 

of them... 

Let us adjourn now to the magical world of Thor, and Odin, 
and the A S S I R .  



I THE NAME OF THZ RELIGION 

1 
The name of the religion of Odin in antiquity was 

ASATRU 
Asatru means 'Men true to the Aesir'. This is still the usage in 
Iceland, where the name of its followers is 'Asatruarmennt. In 
North America it is most commonly called Odinism, with the indi- 
vidual being known as an Odinist. It is also referred to as The 
Religion of the Teutonic Tribes. A11 are correct, 

WHO WAS ODIII?  

To answer this question we turn first to the Historian 
Edward Gibbons, the author of the "~ecline and Fall of the Roman 
Empire"..quotation .....pp 210-211e..Random House, the Modern Li- 

I 
1 

brary, 
"~otwithstanding the mysterious obscurity of the Edda, we 

can easily distinguish two persons confounded under the name of 
Odin, the God of War, and the great legislator of Scandinavia, 
The later, the Mahomet of the north, instituted a religion adapt- ' ed to the climate and to the people. Numerous tribes on either 
side of the Baltic were subdued by the invincible valour of Odin, 
by his persuasive eloquence, and by the fame which he had acquired 
of a most skillful magician, 

The faith that he had propagated during a long and prosper- 
ous life he confirmed by a voluntary death. Apprehensive of the 
ignominous approach of disease and infirmity, he resolved to ex- 
pire as became a warrior. In a solemn assembly of the Swedes and 
Goths, he wounded himself in nine mortal places, hastening away 
(as he asserted with his dying voice) toiprepare the feast of 
heroes in the palace of the God of War", 

From a Footnote May we not suspect that superstition was the 
parent of depotism? The descendants of Odin (whose race was not 
extinct till the year 1060) are said tq have reigned in Sweden 
above a thousand years, The Temple of Up<sal was the ancient seat 
of religion and empireeo, 

Authors Note Cerdic, the Saxon, first King of Wessex, whose 
descendants became Kin s of England, was a descendant of Moden. 
(English name for Odink Through Matilda, the Queen of Henry the 
First, the present royal family of Great Britain are Odin-born 
descendants of Cerdic and Odin, 



Gibbons footnote Adam of Bremen.,,The temple of Upsal was des- 
troyed by Ingo, King of Sweden, who began his reign in the year 
1075, and about fourscore years afterwards, a Christian cathedral 
was erected on its ruins, 

From Gibbon - "Till the end of the 11th century, a celebrated tem- 
ple subsisted at Upsal, the most considerable town of the Swedes 
and Goths. It was enriched with gold which the Scandinavians had 
acquired in their piratical adventures, and sanctified by war the 
uncouth representations of the three principal deities, the god of 
war, the god of generation, and the god of thunder. In the general 
festival that waa solemized every ninth year, nine animals of every 
species (without excepting the human) were sacrificed and their 
bleeding bodies suspended in the aacred grove adjacent to the tem- 
ple, The only traces that now subsist of this barbaric supersti- 
tion are contained in the Edda, a system of mythology compired in 
Iceland about the thirteenth century, and studied by the learned 
Denmark and Sweden as the most valuable remains of their ancient 
traditions, " 
Footnote from Gibbon 

The native and proper habitation of Odin is distinguished by 
the appelation of As-gard, The happy resemblance of that name with 
As-burg, or Asav, words of a similar signification, has given rise 
to a historical system of so pleasing a contexture that we could 
almost wish to persuade ourselves of its truth, It is supposed 
that Odin was the chief of a tribe of barbarians which dwelt on , 

the banks of the Lake Maetois (shores of the Crimea) until the 
fall of Mithridates and the arms of Pompey menaced the north with 
servitude. That Odin, yielding with indignant fury to a power 
which he was unable to resist, conducted his tribe from the front- 
iers of Asiatic Samatia into Sweden, with the areat design of 
forming, in that inaccessable retreat of freedom, a religion and 
a people, which in some remote age, might be subservient to his 
immortal revenge; when his invincible Goths, armed with martial 
fanaticism, should issue in numerous swarms from the neighborhood 
of the Polar circle to chastise the oppressors of mankind. 

Footnote from Gibbon 
This wonderful expedition of Odin, which be deducing the 

enemity of the Goths and Romans from so memorable a cause, might 
supply the groundwork of an epic poem, cannot be safely received 
as authenic history, According to the obvious sense of the Edda, 
and the interpretation of the most skillful critics, Asgard, in- 
stead of denoting a real city of the Asiatic Sarmatia, is the 
fictitious appelation of the mystic abode of the Gods, the Olympus 
of Scandinavia; from whence tne prophet was supposed to descend 
when he announced his new religion to the Gothic nations who were 
already seated in the southern part of Sweden. 



Footnote from Gibbon 

If we could yield a firm assent to the navigations of Pytheas 
of Marseilles, we must allow that the Goths had passed the Baltic 

I 
I into Germany at least three hundred years before Christ, 

WHO WAS ODIN? 

A thousand years ago when the longships of the Vikings 
scudded through the misty northern seas into the far off western 
world, or rode down the rivers of Russia to the Black Sea and 
into the Mediterreanean, the old stories of the battles of the 
Gods and Giants that had been repeated around the campfires for 
hundreds of years were still being handed down from generation 
to generation, Because he was afraid the stories were going to 
be lost, an Icelandic scholar, by the name of Saemund, the Wise, 

I 

I 
wrote down as many as he could collect. They became known as 
the Elder Edda. 

About a hundred years later, another Icelander, a monk by 
the name of Snorri Sturleson, collected the same stories adding 
some others equally fascinating. This collection became known 
as the Younger, or Prose Edda. 

I These ancient stories which a brave and noble race carried 
in their hearts through all their wanderings, take one back to 
the beginning of time, They tell of the birth of the world, the 
coming of the Gods, and its final end in the fires of Ragnarok. 
These two books are the foundation documents for knowledge of 
the old Teutonic religion and culture, as well as being the 
official holy books of the re-emergent faith of the Asetru. It 
is to Snorri Sturleson in the Younger Edda that we turn for an 
answer to the question - Who was Odin? 

From the Prologue of the Younger Edda - Sturleson 
"Near the centre of the world where what we call Turkey 

lies, was built the most famous of all palaces and halls - Troy 
by name. That town was built on a much larger scale than others 
then in existence and in many ways with greater skill, so lavishly 
was it equipped. There were twelve kingdoms with one over-king, 
and each kingdom contained many peoples. In the Citadel were 
twelve chieftains and these excelled other men then living in 
every human fashion. One of the kings was called Munon or Mennon. 
He married a daughter of the chief king Priam who was called 

I Troan, and they had a son named Thor - we call him Thor, Hewas 

! brought up in Thrace by a duke called Loricus and, when he was 
I ten years old, he received his fathers arms. When he took his 
I 
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p l a c e  amongst o t h e r  men he was a s  b e a u t i f u l  t o  look a t  a s  ivory  
i n l a i d  i n  oak; h i s  h a i r  was l o v e l i e r  than gold. A t  twelve years  
o l d  he had come t o  h i s  f u l l  s t r e n g t h  and then he l i f t e d  t e n  bear  
p e l t s  from the  ground a t  once and k i l l e d  h i s  f o s t e r - f a t h e r  Loricus 
wi th  h i s  wife  Lori  o r  Glo r i  and took possess ion  of the  realm of 
Thrace - we c a l l  it Thruoheim. Af te r  t h a t  he t r a v e l l e d  f o r  and 
wide exp lo r ing  a l l  t h e  r e g i o n s  of t h e  world and by himself over- 
coming a l l  t h e  b e r s e r k s  and g i a n t s  a n d a n  enormous dragon and 
many wi ld  b e a s t s .  I n  t h e  nor the rn  p a r t  of t h e  world he met with 
and marr ied a  prophetess  c a l l e d  S iby l  who we c a l l  S i f .  I do no t  
know S i f t s  genealogy b u t  she was a  most b e a u t i f u l  woman wi th  h a i r  
l i k e  gold. Lor io i ,  who resembled h i s  f a t h e r ,  was t h e i r  son. 
L o r i o i ' s  son was E i n r i d i ,  h i s  son Vingethor, h i s  son Vingener, 
h i s  son Modi, h i s  son Magi, h i s  son Seskef,  h i s  son Beovig, h i s  
son Athra, whom we c a l l  Annar, h i s  son Itrmann, h i s  son Heremoo, 
h i s  son Skjaldun, whom we c a l l  Skjold,  h i s  son Biaf whom we c a l l  
Bjar ,  h i s  son J a t ,  h i s  son Guoolf, his son Finn, h i s  son F r i a l l a f  
whom we c a l l  F r i o l e i f ,  he had a  son named Voden whom we c a l l  Odin; 
he was a  man famed f o r  h i s  wisdom and every kind of accomplish- 
ment. H i s  wife  was c a l l e d  F r ig ioa ,  whom we c a l l  Frigg. 

Odin, and a l s o  h i s  wife ,  had t h e  g i f t  of prophecy, and by 
means of t h i s  magic a r t  he discovered t h a t  h i s  name would be famous 
i n  t h e  nor the rn  p a r t  of t h e  world and honoured above t h a t  of a l l  
kings.  For t h i s  r eason  he decided t o  s e t  out  on a  journey from 
Turkey. He was accompanied by a  g r e a t  hos t  of o ld  and young men ' and women, and they  had wi th  them many va luables .  Through what- 
eve r  l ands  they  went such g l o r i o u s  e x p l o i t s  were r e l a t e d  of I 9m 
t h a t  t hey  were looked on a s  gods r a t h e r  than a s  men. They d i d  
n o t  h a l t  on t h e i r  journey u n t i l  t hey  came t o  t h e  n o r t h  of t h a t  
count ry  now c a l l e d  Germany. There Odin l i v e d  f o r  a  long time 
t a k i n g  possess ion  of much of t h e  land  and appoin t ing  t h r e e  of 
h i s  sons t o  defend it. One was c a l l e d  Vegdeg; he was a  powerful 
k ing  and r u l e d  over  Eas t  Germany; h i s  son was V i t r g i l s ;  h i s  sons 
were V i t t a ,  f a t h e r  of Heingest,  and Sigar ,  f a t h e r  of Svebag; 
whom we c a l l  Svipdag. Odin ls  second son was c a l l e d  Beldeg, whom 
we c a l l  Baldr;  he had-the country now c a l l e d  Westphalia; h i s  son 
was Brand, h i s  son, F r jod iga r ,  whom we c a l l  Frodi ,  h i s  son Freovin; 
h i s  son Wigg, h i s  son Gevis, whom we c a l l  Gave. Odin's t h i r d  son 
was c a l l e d  S i g i ,  h i s  son R e r i r ;  t h i s  p a i r  r u l e d  over what i s  now 
c a l l e d  France and the  fami ly  known a s  the  Volsungar come from 
the re .  Great  and numerous k indreds  have come from a l l  of them. 
Then Odin s e t  of f  on h i s  journey n o r t h  and c o m i n ~  t o  t h e  land  
c a l l e d  Reiogotaland took possess ion  of every th ing  he wanted i n  
t h a t  country.  He appointed h i s  son Skjold t o  govern the re ;  h i s  
son was F r i o l e i f ;  and from thence has  come the  fami ly  known a s  
Skjoldungar;  they a r e  k ings  of Denmark and what was then c a l l e d  
Reiogotaland i s  now named Ju t land .  

Therea f t e r  Odin went n o r t h  t o  what i s  now c a l l e d  Sweden. 
There was a  k ing  t h e r e  c a l l e d  Gylfi  and when he heard of the  
exped i t ion  of t h e  men of Asia, a s  the  Aesir were c a l l e d ,  he 
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wentto meet them and offered Odin as much authority over his 
kingdom as he himself desired, Their travels were attended by 
such prosperity that, whereever they traveled in a country, that 
region enjoyed good harvests and peace, and everyone believed 
that they caused this, since the native inhabitants had never 
seen any other people like them for good looks and intelligence, 
The plain and natural resources of life in Sweden struck Odin 
as being favourable and he chose there for himself a town-site 
now called Sigtuna, There he appointed chieftains after the 
pattern of Troy, establishingtwelve rulers to administer the 
laws of the land, and he drew up a code of laws that which had 
held in Troy and to which the Trojans had been accustomed, After 
that, he traveled north until he regchsd the sea, which they 
thought ancircled the whole world, and placed his son over2 the 
kkngdom now called Norway. Theik. son was called Saeming and, 
as it says in the WALEXGJATAL, together with the earls and other 
rulers the kings of Norway trace their genealogies back to him, 
Odin kept by him the son called Yngvi, who was king of Sweden 
after him and from him have come the families known as Ynglingar. 
The Aesir and some of their sons married with the women of the 
lands, They settled, and their families became so numerous in 
Germany and then08 over the north that their language, that of 
the men of Asia, became the language proper to all these countries. 
From the fact that their genealogies are written down, men suppose 
that these names came along with this language, and that it is 
brought here to the north of the world, to Norway, Sweden, Denmark, 
and Germany, by the Aesir, In England, however, there are ancient 
district and place names which must be understood as deriving 
from a diff erent language, " 



TIB MISSION OF ODINISM 

I 
I By the Honorable N, J. Templin 

Elder of the Runic Society 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

Our mission is holy and our cause is sacred! For this 
reason, we shall not fail! There is only one 'chosen" race of 
nature, the Aryan! Only through Odinism can Aryans be true to 
nature! The Christian lives his life eongtantly in preparation 
for another that will never materialize, regardless of his pious- 
neas and devotion, Odinism, on the contrary, demands that one 

I should live his earthly life to the fullest, Yet it does not 
dispense with a beyond, and finds a second immortality in the 
improvement of the future generation, 

Our religion demands each member" soul1 A great deal of the 
destmxction done to &UP race has been the result of the Aryan 

I warlike spirit. Only by awakening the Aryan racial consciousnesls, 
I 
I through the nation of Odin, can we hope to stop futur'e' bloody 
I 

tragedies. 

i As a prophet of Nature, it is my task to tell Nature's 
'Chosen Race about Maturel To bring the Aryan people back to 

I 
I 

Nature! To organize religiously Nature's Chosen Race! - 

i - Taken from # 

I 
I 

Official Organ of 
P, 0. Box 3.9858, 

WHAT IS THE ODINIST RELIGION? 

- from the ASATRU FREE ASSEMBLY 
Turlock, California 

The Odinist religion places an exceptionally high value on 
human freedoxh and on individuality, This applies both in mundane 
and in spirlZual matters, and it is so strong that we do not even 
worship our Gods, in the sense that most people worship their Gods, 
To us the Gods are models, inspirations, self-aware personifications 
of the forces of nature, or even friends, but they are never our 
masters or we their slaves, We do not bow before them when we call 

I upon them, nor do we surrender our human sovereignty to them, As 
1 a corollary, we do not petition them for favors, as this would 



j 
place us in debt to them and thus cost us our freedom, It is true 

I that Odin, our high god is called "All Father", but this does not 
imply inferiority or submissiveness on our part, In Odinist society, 
signs of manliness and defiance were looked upon with favour in 

I 

children, for it indicated that they were capable of self-responsi- 
bility and of independence, 

I 

The family unit is one of the pillars of Odinist belief, By 
I tradition our people were always strongly devoted to their clan, 

and today the clan, the extended famil-y, is as important to us as 
ever,, This is more than just sentiment, it is one of the guarantees 

I of liberty. Where the family is functioning in its proper role, 
1 ! the power of competing entities, such as the State, will be limited. 

I /  Where the family and other loyalty groups do not exist, all power 
gravitates to the State by default and freedom is threatened. 

We believe in the efficacy of human action, We teach that 
by heroic action you can take your life in your hands and be the 
master of your soul. The individual matter! You are not the 
pawn of historical forces, but possess free will, 

Courage is one of the more conspicuous Viking virtues, Fol- 
lowers of the Odinist Gods are taught to train themselves in 
courage - the courage to fight an enemy in battle, to risk all 
to do the right thing, to stand up for what they believe, and 
never to compromise with Lhemselvea, Without courage, individualism 
and the clan would not long exist! This courage becomes part of 
a stringent code of conduct, of honour, which will permit no 
shirking of one's duty, no oathbreaking, and no shameful or weak 
acts, 

Needless to say, all of these values are under assault today, 
The economic collectivists, the behaviourists, the genetic engineera 
who would Isemove our aggressivenessd the followers of tho slave 
gods, the egalitarians, all of these cannot tolerate the existence 
of' the free man, the individual because the comparison shows their 
weakness. There is a concerted program underway to destroy the' 
free ways of our heathen ancestors and replace them with a total 
collectivism in which our ways would be forever destroyed. Now, 
more than ever, we need a return to the religion of our forefathers, 

So much for the social implications of the Odinlst religion, 
What do we Odinists believe about the supematu~al, an afterlife, 
and the other usual religious concerns? We are supported by modern 

, physics and by parapsychology when we state that there are other 
woralds of reality than our own, and that our Gods are as real as 
you or I, Our principal deities are Odin, Thor, and Frey, although 

I 
we recognize the existence of others, Odin is the Father of the 

I Gods, and the God of poetry and rune-magic. Thor is the stalwart 
and hrsty God of the fa~mer and the free yeoman. Frey is the God 

, sf fen3tility and of love, Frigga, Odin's wife, and Freya, the 
s i s t e ~  of Prey, are two goddesses of importance. 
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I 
I The Odinist concept of an afterlife is one which echoes our 

I other beliefs. Those who live a worthy life go to the realm of 
the Gods after death, More especially, the chosen warriors whb 
die in battle go to Odints hall, VaLhalla, there to feast,and 

I fight until Ragnarok, Evil men and oath 'breakers are sent to ! He1 - which unlike the Christian place of eternal torment, is 
not a place of fire and torture, but merely a gloomy and depressing 
place when contrasted with the life and vitality of Val-halla, 
Despite all of this, we are not as concerned with life after 
death as we are with living a full and useful life here on Earth, 
in our present life. Odinists often have varying ideas about 
life after death, but few deny it exists. All, however, are more 
concerned with the here and now. 

We have taken the old myths and all the old beliefs, and 
distilled them to obtain the essence of the religion of the Aryan 
people. The reconstruction is still imperfect, because so much 
has been lost, but we believe we have uncovered the,basics, and 
we stress these in our teachings. 

Perhaps our greatest obstacle is the stereotype, perpetuated 
by Hollywood and popular fiction, of the Norsemen as crude, cruel 
barbasians devoid of intelligence and culture, Those familiar 
with the great poetry of the skalds, the noble ethical precepts 
of the Eddas, the literature of the sagas, or the beautiful 
artistry in woodcarving evidenced by the Oseburg finds know better! 
In addition, the early Scandinavians developed an effective legal 
system and perfected shipbuilding techniques which surpass some 
of our engineering, a thousand years later. As for the charge 
of cruelty, the Vikings were no more cruel than the age demanded, 
Certainly they never committed anything as vicious as the Crusades, 
or the forced conversion of the North to Christianity! 

How do Odinists practice their religion? We recognize the 
solstices and the equinoxes and celebrate these as part of the 
endless cycles of the years. In addition there are other special 
days of our own in which we commemorate events of sigqificance 
to our people, or honour the deceased members of the clan. Some 
of us must practice alone, but where possible we organize con- 
gregations to carry out our rituals and to allow fellowship with 
our, heathen kinsmen, The organizational structure is loose, and 
the various congregations are largely autonomous, The entire 
system is designed to maximize those values of freedom and self 
reliance that we are trying to promote, 

Basically, though our religion is a matter of everyday life,,, 
we try to live our sePigion, incorporating it into everything we 

I do, Evesy time we display courage, speak out against tyranny and 
I 
1 bureaucracy, are hospitable to guests, or help preserve the 
I 
i 
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environment, we are performing a religious act, We try constantly 
to mold our character so as to be better followers of the Norse 
Way 

The preservation of our freedom, and of Western culture, de- 
mands a return to our old Gods, We cannot offer you security or 
ease, We DO offer you a chance to grow in courage, self reliance, 
and freedom, We DO offer an opportunity to be closer to nature 
in the practice of age old rituals of our Viking ancestors, to 
celebrate the progress of the seasons, to partake of the clan, 
We offer you a chance to fight in the eternal struggle between 
the individual and the collective, between the free and the slave.. 
If this strikes a responsive chord in your soul, if this is more 
important to you than having a secure religion to use as a crutch - 
we invite you to join us in the Odinist adventure. 

WHAT IS ODINISM? 

from - The Odinist Movement 
P, 0, Box 731, Adelaide St., 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada 

I 

Odinism is the truo religion of Western Civilization, It 
is a faith which combines the high ethics of the ancient Indo- 
European peoples with the best ideals of Western society, and 
reject8 all ideologies which are destructive to Western Culture. 
It is a Western Religion for Western Man, 

It is a religion based on Harmony with Nature; Love of Family; 
Respect for Race and Culture, It is a religion which stresses 
Courage and Pride; Honesty and Loyalty; Self-Improvement and Co- 
operation, 

Odinists believe that a spiritual revolution must take place 
to halt the moral decay that is the cancer of the Western World 
today, Odinists is not a Reformer, He is asp i r t i t ua l r evo lu t iona ry ,  
He does not seek to rebuild a worn-out religion, but to build a 
New and Vital one, The necessity of a dramatic change in our 
society is brought home to us every day as the news media brings 
fresh news of drug abuse, street crime, corruption and moral 
degeneration, 

To counter this we have Odinism, a faith which is new, but 
based solidly on the time-tested faith and ethics of our fore- 
fathers, 



To be an Odinist means to be a member of a unique community. 
A community of rational, dedicated people, bound together by mutual 
ideals and striving for a common goal: The creation of a society 
in which western civilization and culture can grow and advance to 
new heights, 

Odinism is not a faith for all mankind. It is our belief 
that a religion to be effective, must harmonize with the intellect- 
ual and cultural characteristics of its adherents, Therefore, our 
faith is conceived as the religion for Western society and no other. 

Our principles are straight forward and not hard to understand, 
There are some of the tentets of our faith: 

1. Every Odinist is kinsman and friend of every other Odinist, 
2. Speak the trmth to your kinsmen and make no conspiracies 

against them, 
3. If you swear an oath or make a promise, stand by it no 

matter how difficult it may be. 
4, Strive to the utmost in all things you undertake, 
5. Strive constantly to improve your powers of body, mind 

and spirit, 
6, Strive in all your actions to strengthen the bonds of 

kinship between fellow Odinists. 
1 7. Live in harmony with Nature and obey her laws, 

8, Be aware of your racial and cultural heritage and instill 
their values in your children, 

9. Combat evil in all its forms and wherever it may be found, 



WHAT ARE TKE PRINC1PL;ES OF ODINISM? 

The leader of the Iceland Odinists is the poet and farmer 
Sveinbjorn Beinteinsson. He lives on a farm about 60 miles from 
Reykjavik. At his farm the Odinists, known in Icelandic as 
Asatruar-menn, or "men t m e  to the Aesir" hold feasts, religious 
ceremonies and an annual Blot, They have prepared a statement 
for outsiders, It contains their basic thoughts - 

1, Odinism is the name of the religion which we recognize, 
but the faith is not restricted to Odin and the Aesir alone. It 
is permissable to revere other gods, the guardian spirits of the 
land and other mighty beings, 

2, This religion" central theme concerns the individual's 
responsibility for himself and his affairs, On this matter we 
are supported by Snorr's Edda and other sacred writings, 

3, It is permissable to have holy pictures and other symbols 
of the gods, but it is not the individuals duty to worship them. 

4, The gods and other divinities must not be dishonoured, 
5. ~tt,Lndance at an annual sacrificial feast is required, ! 

and an excuse must be furnished if one is prevented from coming, i 

6, It is permissable to have some form of natural contact 
with pqople who profess a different religion - such as those who 
participate at gatherings or go to Church, Followers of Odinism 
may not receive the attention of priests of another religion, It 
is permissable, however, to be married by a priest, if, for example, 
one of the betrothed is Christian, 

7. Odinists who die may be buried in a churchyard, if the 
mourners so desire and the coffin is followed in seemly fashion. 

8, Followers of Odinism may celebrate their faith in whatever 
manner seems most appvopriate, on the understanding that this does 
not conflict with the natural laws of the land, The leader - the 
Godi - has a duty to the members to handle those matters which are 
managed by the priests of other religions: baptism, confirmation, 
weddings, funerals, etc. The Godi is required to adopt the role 
of spokesman if required. 

9. The Godi shall lean the way in the development of the 
religion, but he does not have the sole responsibility for such 
development, 

10. All can be admitted as followers of Odinism, but each 
should at the same time resign formally from those organizations 
of which he'was previously a member, 
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11, It is natural to divide the followers of Odinism into 
groups in accordance with the individuals attitudes. Each group 
sends one person with the authority of Godi to the Thing, where 
the problems of development are discussed, 

12, Followers of Odinism are united in this: "Let us work 
so that the old religion and the old values regain their worth 
and honor, " 

WHAT ARE TKE PRINCIPLES OF ODINISM 

- The ASATRU FREE CHURCH Committee 
The Midguard Council of the Runic Society met in Milwaukee, 

Wisconsin on the 8th of October 1977. 

Members present were., , , , (omitted) 

Members absent were.. . , , , (Omitted) 
Items on the Agenda included - , \ 

a, The Nation of Odin, 

(1) Report - It being difficult to obtain true 
religious freedom, or freedom of expression, we seek the establish- 
ment of the religious Nation of Odin in the land presently called 
Greenland, a continuation of present policy. 

b. Cultural projects of the Runic Society, 

(2) Report - Several projects continue to occupy 
cultural efforts of the society. Progress in acquiring a temple 
continues through the building qf a temple fund. Many projects 
of interest to Teutons have been started and completed. 

c, The religion of Teutonic Tribes, 

(3) Report - The Society dissolved itself into 
a committee of the whole, It reconstitued itself as the ASATRU 
FREE CKURCH COMMITTEE. Helgi Hundingsbani was elected permanent 
chairman of the committee. The Committee reported that it would 
recommend the following principles as the basic beliefs of the 
ASATRU FREE CHURCH at such time as the Committee incorporated 
itself into a legal body. These had been formulated by a steering 
Committee appointed earlier, and had been adopted by the committee, 



A secondary list of rules of conduct and custom were also submitted 
as administrative procedures, 

Basic Principles of the ASATRU FREE CHURCH 

a. We worship the creator through Odin, the All-Father, 
Thor, Frey, and the Aesir, The Faith is not restricted to the 
Aesir alone, It is pemissable to revere other gods or other 
mighty beings provided faith in these beings exists, or evidence 
of their existence is available, 

(1) Odin is the first and eldest of the Gods, the 
all pervading spirit of the sun, the moon, the stars, the hills, 
the plains, and of man, With his help were made heaven and earth 
and the first man and woman, All knowledge came from him, he is 
the inventor of poetry and discovered the runes. He governs all 
things, protects the social organization, influences the human 
mind and upholds the sanctity of the oath, 

b, We believe in an afterlife, 

c. We believe in predestination, 

d, Our sacred sign shall be the sign of the hammer, 
otherwise known as the Hammertoken. 

1 

e, Our Holy Days shall be Wednesday and Thursday. 
Services and devotions shall be on Thursday, 

f, Our Holy Cities shall be three, 
New Ulm in North America 
Uppsala in Ehrope 
Troy in Asia 

g, Our priest shall be called Godits, Our Priestess 
shall be called Gydja, (other spelling - Gothi) 

h, We believe in a life of service, courage, honor, 
duty, loyalty to the family, 

i, The Gsdi (Gothi) or Gydja, wears the blue shepherd 
cloak of the High One, A black attire is permissable at funerals, 

Rules of Custom and Conduct. 

a, Odinists are a band of brothers who have come together 
to worship our Gods, 

b. Religion and politics shall remain separate. 

c. Odinists are allowed to defend themselves, 



d, We shall worship in self governing congregations, 

e, The individual is responsible for.himself and his affairs, 

f, We believe in the democratic-republican form of government 
as the most representative of our belief in freedom. 

g. The physical afterlife of man is genetic, Odinists 
should re-produce as much as they can support and educate, 

There being no further business, the ASATRU FREE CHURCH 
Committee adjourned to be reconstitued as the RUNIC SOCIETY. 

There being no further business, the Runic Society adjourned 
the Midgard Council at 0100 hours on October 9, 1977, 

WHAT ARE THE PRINCIPLES OF THEASATRU FREE ASSEMBLY? 

The Asatm Free Assembly is a California based religion that 
worships Odin,  hop, and the Aesir, The high god of the Asatru 
is Odin, called the all-father, They revere the characteristics 
of the ancient Norse religion, some of which are listed below: 

1. The Norse religion places an exceptionally high value 
on human freedom and on individuality, 

2, The family unit is one of the pillars of Norse belief, 
Our people were always strongly devoted to their clan, and today 
the clan, the extended family, is as important to us as ever, It 
is one of the guarantees of liberty. 

3. We believe in the efficacy of human action, By heroic 
action you can take your life in your own hands, The individual 
possesses free-will, 

4,. Followars of the Norse Gods are taught to train themselves 
in courage. We permit no shirking of one's duty, no oathbreaking, 
and no shameful or weak acts, 

We believe in an afterlife, Those who live a worthy life 
go to the realm of the gods after death, The chosen warriors who 
die in battle go to Valhalla, there to feasr, and fight until 
Ragnarok, Evil men and oathbreakers are sent to Hel. He1 is not 
a plaee of fire and torture, but merely a gloomy and depsessing 
place, We are not concerned with life after death, but with living ,< 
a full and useful life in our present life. 



6. Our ~ o d s  a r e  a s  r e a l  a s  you and I, We a r e  supported by 
modern physics and parapsychology when we s t a t e  t h a t  t he re  a r e  
o ther  worlds of r e a l i t y  than our own, 

I 7. We a r e  organized i n t o  skeppslags, o r  congregations, which 
a r e  l a r g e l y  autonomous where we ca r ry  out  r i t u a l s  and ce l eb ra t e  
fe l lowship  wi th  our pagan brothers .  

8, We ce l eb ra t e  the  s o l s t i c e s  and the  equinox and ce lebra te  
o ther  spec i a l  days o f - o u r  own i n  which we cornmenorate events of 
s ign i f icance  t o  our people. 

THIS ODINISM 

- The Odinist  Committee 
LO T r in i t y  Green 
London, England, E 1 

Who i s  Odin? 

i Odin i s  the  f i r s t  and e l d e s t  of the  gods, the  all-pervading 
s p i r i t  of the  sun, moon, the  s t a r s ,  the h i l l s ,  the  p l a in s  and of 
man. With h i s  help  were made heaven and e a r t h  and the  f i ~ s t  man 
and woman, A l l  knowledge came from him; he i s  inventor of poetry 
and discovered the  runes; he governs a l l  things,  p ro t ec t s  the  s o c i a l  
organization,  in f luences  the  human mind, avenges murder and upholds 

I t he  s a n c t i t y  of t he  oath. He i s  well  named All-Father,  And be- 
cause he chooses t o  surround himself with a bodyguard of those who 
have f a l l e n  i n  b a t t l e  he i s  a l s o  known a s  Valfather, Father of the 
S la in ,  

I n  the  mythology Odin" s ing l e  eye ( t h e  other  he s ac r i f i ced  
i n  exchange f o r  wisdom) i s  the  sun, h i s  broad-brimmed h a t  the  
arched vau l t  of heaven, his  blue cloak the  sky, 

The main r u l e s  of Odinist  conduct a r e  ca l l ed  the  Nine Charges - -. 
1. To maintain candour and f i d e l i t y  i n  love and devotion t o  the  

t r i e d  f r iend: :  though he s t r i k e  me I w i l l  do hom no scathe,  
2,  Never t o  make wrongsome oath: f o r  g r ea t  and grim i s  the  

reward f o r  the  breaking of p l ighted t r o t h ,  
' 

3, To deal  not  hardly w i t h  the humble and the  lowly, 
4. To remember t h a t  respec t  i s  due t o  g rea t  age, 

I 5. To su f f e r  no e v i l  t o  go unremedied and t o  f i g h t  aga ins t  the  
enemies sf family, nat ion,  race  and f a i t h :  my foes  I w i l l  ! f i g h t  i n  the  f i e l d  nor be burnt  i n  my house. 

I 
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I 6 ,  To succour the friendless but to put no faith in the pledged 
word of a stranger people, 

I 7. If I hear the fool's word of a drunken man, I will strive 
I not: for many a grief and the very death groweth from out 
I of such things, 
I 

8, To give kind heed to dead men: straw-dead, sea-dead, or 
sword-dead. 

I 9 ,  To abide by the enactments of lawful authority and to bear i 
I with courage the decrees of the Norns, 

The charges are based on the rules of life indicated by the 
High Bong of Odin and in the Lay of Sigurd in which the Valkyrie 
gives counsel to Sigurd. 

The Nature of Odin 

In his world famous work, the "Decline and Fall of the 
Roman Ernpire," Gibbons stated that Odin was a warrior king who 
founded a nation and a religion among the peoples who lived 
around the Baltic, Gibbons called him the Mahomet of the North, 

Living a long and successful life, Odin feared the onset 
of the diseases and infirmaties of old age and in an assembly 
of the Swedes and Goths he wounded himself in nine mortal places; 
hastening away as he stated with his dying words to prepare a 
feast for heros in Valhalla, 

In a different and bible related story, it is Odin, a des- 
cendant of Japhet who led his people north after surviving the 
flood. He led them into northwest Europe where he founded the 
kingdom which he is usually credited with having established, 
In another version he is king of a city of distant Asia named 
Asgard, He was widely venerated andrespected as a leader and 
men from far countries came and consulted his wisdom, After 
his death, he gradually achieved a status of worship, with his 
name being carried west into Europe with the migration of his 
people, The fourth story is one in the Eddas. 

In any event, it was Odin who became the chief diety of the 
religion that was later founded in Scandanavia and spread from 
there over northern Europe. He is called the All-Father, the 
Battle Father, the God of Wisdom and some twenty other usually 
descriptive in nature. He often disguises himself as a shepard, I 

or a one-eyed wandering warrior, Other Gods who exist bin the 
northern pantheon are Thor, Baldur, Frey, and Heimdall, all 

i 



of whom are sons of Odin and his wife, Freya, Collectively they 
are known as the Aesir. This, as the reader can see, makes it a 
polytheistic system of religion and stands in direct opposition 
to the traditional middle eastern monotheistic religion who have 
only one deity. Odinists see no conflict in having several gods 
rather than only one, as it is a matter of dimensions in space 
and perhaps time as well, 

In two predominant views of the nature of the universe, there 
is the scientific school that believes that the whole universe 
is a living thing. Another and conflicting view is that the 'life 
force', the "Elan Vitale" of Bergson is the great creator and that 
the rest of the universe is dead matter. It matters little in the 
view of the Odinists if either is correct, or even if both are 
nearly correct. They don't feel that the two ideas are necessarily 
in conflict with each other since Odinists do not believe that 
consciousness, or at least as we know it, exists at this level. 
Consciousness does exist, on the other hand, in possibly several 
dimensions or worlds at a lower level, These are at a lower 
level and include our own. The consciousness of ourselves, and 
of the Gods are on different levels and we exist in different 
dimensions in time and space. 

The latest discoveries in physics reveal the existence of 
worlds that are small beyond our imagination. There are many 
kinds of energy waves in space, though we can see and feel only 
a small part of them as light and heat, we must note that they 
do not interfere with each other as they perform their many 
functions. In these tiny worlds distances exist comparable to 
that vastness of the galaxies which greek our observations. Within 
the atom, there is plenty of room for other physical worlds to 
exist, to say nothing of physicalones, It is in one of these 
worlds, and there may be more than one, that Odin, the &sirr 
and the human afterlife exist. Traditionally the world has been 
divided into three parts; hades, paradise and heaven, and perhaps 
this view was not so wrong after all. 

If we approach the matter from a slightly different view- 
point, we enter the field of psychology where the theory is pre- 
valent that the Gods live within us and that they are transmitted 
from generation to generation through the genes. This is very 
close to the ideas of C. G, Jung, one of the founders of modern 
psychology, who suggested that within us all their are "archtypes" 
which are symbols of the collective unconscious of our race of 
people. Jung believed that there are variations in this archtype 
from one people to another and that every man on earth has in 
his unconscious a 'mother' archtype. Every person of north 
h-ropean descent carries deep within his pychg, or personality 
the gods of his race as archtypes, They are in his unconscious, 
but they are nevertheless there because of his genetic make-up, 

~ If Jung is correct then we move closer to those infinitely small 
I 
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whirling worlds of the atoms as described by the scientists, do we 
not? 

Jung felt that much of the behaviaur of the northern races 
such as Germans, Teutons, English, and Scandanavians is shaped by 
their relatively unknown archtype who is Wotan, or Odin. Like it 
or not, Odin and the Gods of the Aesir are within all North Europeans 
and only nominally subject to control,^ Odin has a peculiar biology 
of his own. When the times turned against him, he did not stick 
around to show the symptoms of old age, he simply disappeare'd and 
remained invisible for a thousand years, Odin vanished when his 
oaks fell, said Jung, but when the god of the Christians proved 
too weak to prevent them from killing each other, when the Holy 
Father in Rome could only lament the fate of his peace ot God, 
then the one-eyed old hunter camped on the edge of the northern 
for3st laughed and saddled Sleipnir. 

* 3 
The great psychologist was strongly anti-Nazi, and in his 

mind when Adolph Hitlerts Third Reich came crashing domiin flames 
it was Ragnarok, the Twighlight of the Gods, This view, present 
day Odinists do not accept. The Second World War was basica.11~ 
another European Civil War, not much different-than the Hundred 
Years War, the Great Northern War, the wars against Napolean, or 
the First World War, This view holds that the chief casualty 
the second war produced was that it brought an end to that product , 1 

of Frederick the Great and Count Bismark, the militaristic Kingdom 
of Prussia, Indeed the war had a devasting effect on all the 
Teutonic peoples except the Scandanavians, but the victors in the 
majority were also Teutonic; the Americans, Canadians, the English 
and the Australians, 

"i 

Ragnarok, say the Odinist, is not .'yet. Odin Lives, 



IS THERE AN AFTERLIFE? 

Through the long ages of history, the best minds of mankind 
have believed that some part of man, the part commonly called the 
soul, lives on after the death of the human body. Words they use 
say it iA a hundred ways, none telling the story in exactly the 
same way, but all of them vouching~,that:something continues to 
live on after the last 'dying breath)bhas'ceased in the human body, 
The belief has existed with the strong convictions of faith, but 
in the last analysis, this is what as rested on - faith, 

The re-discovery of science i one hundred and 
fifty years has placed the religio of men under the 
continuous and skeptical eye of;scientific scrutiny. This is 
not to say that the great scientist,havenft believed in God or 
an afterlife. Thomas Edisoi?.arid' Albect Einstein were firm be- 
lievers in both as a result ofjtheir s'cientific research. There 
had to be, they inferred", a mastertal6ckmgker to create a master 
clock like the: universe ,j; Other,!scigntists have visualized the 
future life, not so much as anlafterlif(l, but as a matter of 
changing dimensions. In addi tirinn; t&believing that our soul 
has moved "beyond the ve,il" to :anoth&r dimeri$ion, they speculate 
on the poss<bility ,of entering8'thesej,;other dimensions for such 
practical reasons such as interl$galacticial space travel. An 

1 example of this might be in traveltibetween galaxies which would 
take thousands of years at the speed of light; instead of going 
in our dimension, you zip into t% black hole in space and you 
emerge in a distant part: of the universe in just a few weeks. 
This is speculation of course, and'tis not proven and is only 
part of the process of deductive reasoning to be verified by 
experiment. They have not answered the basic question of course, 
but they have lent credence to the possibility other dimensions 
existing, and have contributed the idea of movement from one 
dimension to another. This might be what happens at human death, 

2 

In another recent development, researchers have photographed, 
the aura that surrounds the human body. This was done through 
a photographic development which occurred during the 1930's in 
the Soviet Union which is called Kirlian photography after its 
inventor, Kirlian photography is based on Infra Red, and again 
it verifies old beliefs, including those of the artistic imaginary 
aura that surrounded the Saints of the early Christian Church 
in drawings and paintings. A distinct halo, or aura appears 
upon being photographed. The observations include changes that 
occur during sickness and health of an individual, and the e.ura 
has been photographed as it faded and disappeared during death, 
A most interesting process. Other investigators have researched 
to determine if their is a measurable weight to the human soul. 



If this was so, then a change in weight would occur at the moment 
the soul leaves the body, ie: durina death, They began .by 
weighing the body of the terminally j.11 persons just 
before death, Then they repeated the weighing just after de&t.n 
had occur~ed,.~ They discovered that the measurable l.oss of body 
weight at the moment of death was consistently about six ounces, 
To their own satisfaction they had proven that something measurable 
did leave the body at the moment of dying, Many of the great 
leaders of science as a result of these experiments have concluded 
that no insurmountable differences exist between the psychic 
researchers, the scientist, the religious leaders, and the para- 
p~ychologists, 

Another type of group is more mystical and psychically oriented 
but are less scientific, They work through seances and receive 
information that purports to come from loved ones or friends who 
have preceded them in death. Sometimes real convincers occur, as 
when a message is received that could have been known to only 
the two people involved,.,with the sender being dead, 

This type of experience suffers from the label "not proven", 
and often not provable. It has also led to questions of the 
strength and capacities of the human mind, and tests in this area 
followed. The observers were astonished to find that certain 
gifted persons have the ability to move physical objects by the 

1 

power of the will alone, Others can read the future, or describe 
the past in detail by simply handling an object that was involved 
in some event in the past; and this in details that go beyond 1 

historical knowledge, This type of phenomena in turn has led 
to experiments in this field, by called parapyschology, Dr. Rhine 
of Duke University in the area of extra sensory perception. The 
results in tests devised by Dr. Rhine resulted in scores by 
psychically gifted persons far higher than those that would be 
scored by pure chance, 

The early Greeks had beliefs taught to us through their 
mythology that when a person died, he was transported over the 
river Styx poled by a boatman dressed in black, Upon arrival 
at the far bank, they were happily greeted by members of their 
family and friends who had crossed the river of death before 
them. This land is prominent in most religions and has been 
called, the 'other side of the veil', the eight-fold path, 
Nirvana, and just plain heaven. 

Most organized religions emphasize that their is a supreme 
intelligence or consciousness called God, of which man during 
his earthly life cannot know. It is said that man cannot know 
it because he is part of the scenario, not doing the programming, 
Being part of the problem he then cannot be allowed to know the 
solution, Only when there is some sort of freak slippage in 
the barrier, an overlap of dimensions, or wheu-gracks occur 
between these dimensions does man obtain a brief peak into other , 
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worlds where the future, past and present are rolled into one, or 
I 

where a completely different order of things exists. Perhaps this 
I is what Einstein meant when he speculated that time might resemble 

a great tape recorder, without beginning and without end, 

There may be a mechanical process in our brain that prevents 
us from seeing the future, and which ties us to the now of our 
dimension and place in time, Perhaps when a man has suffered a 
head injury such as occurred in the case of the psychic detective 
Peter Hurkos this mechanism was damaged, In this case, the brain 
can then penetrate the time barrier, and while he cannot control 
the process, the individual sometime remembers the future like he 
does the past, Crsiset, another of the same type of detective was 
apparently born with this capacity, but he does much the same 
thing with a similar high score or percentage of "hits", When 
something like this occurs, ordinary people gape in amazement at 
these otherwise normal individuals solve crimes by ESP, locate 
lost bodies, read the future, reveal the distant past, and perform 
other feats impossible to ordinary mortals, 

With the feats of these individuals in mind, we may speculate 
that if there has been one really verifiable breaking of the time 
barrier by a consistent predictor of events, then time is almost 

I certainly like a master tape, Most of us have had the feeling 
of having had an experience before, or of having been in a place 
)before. The French call this feeling "deja vu", or already seen. 

I Others have explained the feeling as a sensation that results 
when one half of the brain jumps ahead of the other half, and the 
individual gets the dual feeling about one incident in time. 

1 There is also the possibility that most events are pre-recorded, 
I 
i 

or at least predestined, and that is what the Norsemen called 
"fate" is true after all, 

Nothing, incidentally, could describe the weaving of our 
destiny better than the description given by the ancient Norse 
of the Norns being the master weavers who create the pre-destined 
fate of each one of us. 

In the realm of vivid spiritual experience, Confucious, 
Budda, Moses, Christ, and Mohammed, all' talked with God, or were 
spoken to by him, Swedenborgian, John Wesley, and Edgar Csyce 
foresaw the future and made predictions that were closely documented 
and certified by witnesses as being true. Among the great figures 
of religion of the past who have appeared in the psyche of men, 
we must number Ch~ist, Mohammed, Budda, Zoroaster, and Odin, 

If we weigh all things in the balance, what then is the 
possibility of life after death. The circumstantial. evidence is 
overwhelmingly in favor, Tradition and beliefs from the past 
among all races strongly supports the positive view, Scientific 
evidence seems to be moving slowly in this direction and one day 





will prove conclusively what wise men have known all along. But 
I as of now, hard scientific corboration, we must say "not proven", 

but perhaps provable in the forseeable future, It becomes then, 
a matter of faith, although the unbiased student has little per- 

I 

I sonal doubt, We can only say that as yet, no man has yet returned 
frorn that undiscovered country to inform us, 

SIGURD, THE VOLSUNG 
-by William Morris 

- AN EPIC, WRITTEN IN THE 19TH CENTURY, RICHARD WAGNER 
CALLED IT THE GREATEST EPIC POEM WEIITTEN SINCE THE ILLIAD - 

During the mid.dle years of the 19th Century an Englishman 
publicha(? an epic poem which he called Sigurd, the Volsung. The 
author was William Morris. By trade Morris was a publ.isher, home 
decorator, and manufacturer, i.n addition to being a prolific writer. 
In preparation for his greatest work he studied the Icelandic 
language and then voyaged to Iceland to study the Sagas, Only 
then did he consider himself ready to writehis Epic which is now 
regarded as one of the great pieces of literature in tho English 
language. His Saga of the Volsungs has had as much influence in 
English as the "Fling of the ~eibelungen", by Richard Wagner has 
had in Germany, It was Wagner who said that Morrisrs epic was 
the greatest epic poem since the 11-liad, Between Morris and 
Wagner together, their influence precipitated the German God, 
Wotan, or Odin from the 4th into the 20th Cent~xry. 

But to enter the story - 
The Volsung family were descendants of Odin, and the seat 

of th.eir family was in eastern France, The tribe, so large it 
was becoming a small nation was hard pressed by enemies who a- 
bounded on all sides, To gain respite, King Volsung formed an 
alliance with Siggeir, King of the Goths, The alliance was to 
be sealed by the marriage of Signy, King Volsungrs daughter to 
Siggeir, 

The Goths then lived in Jutland (Denmark) and Sweden. The 
interested reader might note that Goth, Jute, Gute, Gota, are a11 
different spellings for the same nation and people who originally 
made their home in Scandanavia and later became famous for founding 
the Kingdom of the Ostrogoths in Italy, the kingdom of the Visigoths 
in Spain, and incidentally, settled Kent in England when the Angles 
and Saxons were conquering that former Roman province, 



To celebrate the wedding of Signy and Siggeir and to cement 
the new alliance, a great feast of the nobles of the two peoples 
was held in the hall of King Volsung. In those early times dwelling 
houses and halls were built around the trunks of trees. This was 
particularly true and probably because of the great forests that 
covered northern Europe. In the case of King Volsung, his great 
hall was built around a giant oak tree named Branstock. 

The Goths and the Volsungs had sat down to the feast and the 
air of forced amiability that prevailed was heavy with mutual 
mistrust. Many a Goth and Volsung eased his dagger in its sheath 
as the festivities got loudly underway. The Goths were clearly 
the more numerous and stronger party, but wait..,Odin himself is 
to take a hand in the celebration.,.Let us go to the story of 
Sigu~d, the Volsung in Morris's own words... 

(Excerp ) 

.~...e...oor.ee..e..some heard the thunder pass 
O'er the cloudless noontide heaven; and some men turned about 
And deemed that in the doorway they heard a man laugh out 
Then into the Volsung dwelling a mighty man there strqde, 
One-eyed and seeming ancient, yet bright his visage glowed: 
Cloud blue was the hood upon him, and his kirtle gleaming-grey 
As the latter morning sundog when the storm is on the way: 
A bill he bore on his shoulder, whose mighty ashen beam 
Burnt bright with the flame of the sea and the blended silver's gleam. 
And such was the guise of his raiment as the Volsung elders had told 
Was born by their father's fathers, and the first that warred in the 
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world. 

So strode he to the Branstock nor greeted any lord, 
But forth from his cloudy raiment he drew a gleaming sword, 
And smote it deep in the tree-hole, and the wild hawks overhead 
Laughed 'neath the naked heaven as at last he spake and said: 
"Earls of the Goths, and Volsungs, abiders on the earth 
Lo there amid the Branstock a blade of plenteous worth! 
The folk of the war-wand's forgers wrought never better steel 
Since first the burg of heaven uprose for man-folk's weal. 
Now let the man among you whose heart and hand may shift 
To pluck it :fromthe oakwood e'en take it for my gift. 
Then ne'er, but his own heart falter, its point and edge shall fail 
Until the night's beginning and the ending of the tale. 
Be merry Earls of the Goth-folk, 0 Volsung Sons be wise, 
And reap the battle-acre that ripening for your lies: 
For they told me in the wild wood, I heard on the mountain side 
That the shining house of heaven is wrought exceeding wide, 
And that there the Early-comers shall have abundant rest 
While Earth grows scant of great one, and fadeth from its best, 
And fadeth from its midward and groweth poor and vile: - E 

All hail to thee King Volsung! farewell for a little while!" 



So sweet his speaking sounded, so wise his words did seem 
That moveless all men sat there, as in a happy dream 
We stir not lest we waken; but there his speech had end 
And slowly down the hall-floor, and outward did he wend 
And none would cast him a question or follow on his ways, 
For they knew that the gift was Odints, a sword for the world to 

praise, 

But now spake Volsung the King: "Why sit ye silent and still? 
Is the Battle-Father's visage a token of terror and ill? 
Arise 0 Volsung Children, Earls of the Goths arise, 
And set your hands to the hilts as mighty men and wise1 
Yet deem it not too easy; for belike a fateful blade 
Lies there in the heart of the Branstock for a fat;ed warrior made," 

(Excerp ) 

Then forth to the tree went Siggeir, the Goth-folk's mighty lord, 
And laid his hand on the gemstones, and strained at the glorious sword 
Till his heart grew black with anger; and never a word he said 
As ne lwended back to the high-seat: but Signy waxed bloodlred 
When he sat him adown beside her; and her heart-was nigh to break 
For the shame and the fateful boding; and therewith King Volsung 

spake 

"~hus comes back empt-handed, the mightiest King of Earth 
And how shall the feeble venture? yet each man knows his worth, 

(Excerp ) 

At last by the side of the Branstock Sigmund the Volsung stood, 
And with right hand wise in battle, the precious sword-hilt caught 
Yet in a careless fashion, as he deemed it all for nought: 
When lo, from floor to rafter went up a shattering shout 
For aloft in the hand of Signund the naked blade shone out 
As high o'er his head he shook it; for the sword had come away 
From the grip of the heart of the Branstock, as though all loose 

it lay, 
A little while he stood there mid the glory of the hall 
Like the best of the trees of the garden, when the April sunbeams 

fall. 

Yea I am the hired of Odin, his workday will to speed 
And the harvest-tide shall be heavy - What then, were it come and 

past 
And I laid by the last of the sheaves with my wages earned at the 

last? 33 



He l i f t e d  h i s  eyes a s  he thought i t ,  f o r  now was he come t o  h i s  place 
And there  he stood by h i s  f a t h e r  and met Siggeir  face t o  face, 
And he saw him b l i t h e  and smiling, and heard him how he ~ p a k e  
"0 bes t  of the sons of Volsung, I am merry f o r  thy salce" 

., 

The reader who would know more of Sigurd the Volsunp must 
tu rn  t o  the unforgetable s tory  by William Morris. 

THE NEW HEATHEN OF GERMANY 

- Kelgi Hundingsbani 

Qui te  possibly the r e l ig ious  phenomena of the age has been 
the re-emergence of the r e l ig ion  of Odin i n  the l a t e  19th and 
20th centuries.  That i t  should re-appear a t  a l l  i s  remarkab-le 
consi.dering t h a t  i t  i s  a po ly the i s t i c  r e l ig ion  being re-born "in 
the atomic age. That i t  should have a foLlowing of near ly  three  
mil l ion people i s  equally astonishing and one wonders what would 
impel a people t o  re-adopt a po ly the is t ic  f a i t h  t h a t  was old a 
thousand years ago, In t e re s t ing  too, i s  the f a c t  t h a t  i t  was a * 

f a i t h  t h a t  grew from the innate b e l i e f s  of the people and without 
a large missionary complex. Most of the l i n e s  of doctrine of the 
r e l i g i o n  had not been drawn i n  the ear ly  1900fs and a s  a matter r 

of f ac t ,  a r e  s t i l l  being d i s t i l l e d  from the Icelandic Eddafs hs 
t h i s  i s  being writ ten.  The o r ig ina l  stage f o r  the r e b i r t h  of 
the  old Teutonic gods was i n  nineteenth century Germany, based 
l a rge ly  on documents t rans la ted  from Icelandic. Surging German 
nationalism over the  un i f i ca t ion  of Germany gave impetous t o  the 
spread of the r e l i g i o n  and a s  time progressed, Germany was unif ied,  
a i ~ d  then defeated i n  war. The p o l i t i c a l  turbulence t h a t  came on 
the heels  of the  defeat  caused another spurt  of members a d h e ~ i n g  
t o  Gdinist values. 

The most prominent leader  of' the post 14%' 1 Odinists was 
General Erick Ludendorf, the German o f f i ce r  who became v i r t u a l l y  
d i c t a t o r  of Germany during the course of the war. The general 
had an able a s s i s t a n t  i n  h i s  second wife PIathi.lde, and while 
the  general  furnished the leadership, she supplied much of the 
i n t e l l e c t u a l  s t rength of the movement. The New Heathen, or 
Neu Heiden a s  the  Germans cal led them were overshadowed, and 
then absorbed by the Nazis & f t e r  they came t o  power, but, although 
he wax outspoken i n  h i s  opposition t o  Kitl.er, the General could 
not change the Nazi po l ic ies .  Together the Ludendorfs were superb 
stewards f o r  the  movement u n t i l  h i s  death i n  1937. 



The objective that the Ludendorfs set out to accomplish was 
to restore the worship of the pre-Christian deities; returning to 
the gods that had been worshipped in Germany prior to its conversion 
to Christianity. By the 1930's the old Gods were familiar to most 
Germans because of Wagners famous operas, so knowledge of the 
re'-born faith spread rapidly through Germany into other countries 
where such men as the George Bernard Shaw, William Morris, and 
Tasman Forth became interested and taught the religion, 

In Germany itself, another prominent thinker was Professor 
Ernst Bergmann, who published numerous tracts on Odinism (~otan 
in ~ermany), His most famous work is entitled the "Twenty Flve 
Thesis of German Religion", The professor wrote that people of 
Germanic stock had always had their own faith and he outlined 
the religion, His ideas eventually gained wide acceptance as the 
principles of the neo-pagans of Germany, 

From its inception, the neopagan religion had been closely 
connected with the struggle against western political ideas, The 
struggle against these ideas was because the neo-pagan religion 
was part and parcel of the strmggle for Geman unification, The 
leaders in the unification for Germany were the conservative 
aristocracy and the Junkers of Prussia who led her army. So 
because liberalism was the enemy of Germanuni,fication, it was 
,the enemy of the new heathen. Some writers have called this 
swing away from the west and its liberal ideas as the de-Christ- 
ianization of Germany, Liberalism and democracy were condemned, 
They were the product of non-German nations and minds, and the 
only effect of this falacious thinking would be to weaken Ce~many, 

This idea was partly an outgrowth of the arms race and 
rivalry between Germany and the Allies, and partly from a sus- 
picious view of everything connected with Christian civilization, 
This was the thinking in the pre-W 11 New Heathen movement. It 
is not the thinking of the New Iieathentoday, nor is it character- 
istic of the Odinist movement as a whole, The Odinist religion 
in Iceland, we must not; forget, was tbwork of the socialist 
left, 

After World War 11, the idea gradually emerged that the wars 
since Napoleon, and especially the World Wars had been civil wars 
among the Teutonic nations and that these nations themselves had 
been the big losers, The only ones who gained were Russia and 
the Chinese, 

Some of the Professors ideas are listed below - 
First, the German had his own religion which is rooted in 

all people of Teutonic blood. It is notable that in this his 
views are similar to those of that famous cofounder of modern 
psychiatry, C, G. Jung, the Swiss who believed that each race 
,of people has its own natural religion which is deeply imbedded 
in its psychy. Second, the religion of the Germanic people - 
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expresses the individuality and integrity of that people. Thirdly, 
the modern Teuton requires a natural religion which stimulates 
bravery and dedicates him to his struggle for his people. Certainly, 
a stabilizer in family and kinfolk are needed to counter today's 
mass civilization, or un-civilization, The fourteenth thesis states 
that the Christian feeling of sin, guilt, and repentance are not 
true religious feelings at all, It is notable that both the Catholic 
faith and the communist dogma emphasize "confession", with the 
communist labeling it "self-criticism", It seems to be auniversal 
human need to Ifget it off your chest1', 

The sixteenth says that he who forgives sin, santions sin. 
The seventeenth states that the old Teutonic religion puts the 
welfare of the people of a group above the welfare of the individual. 
The twenty first thesis requests that the teaching of the Germanic 
religion replace the teaching of the Christian religion in the 
schools, The twenty second through the twenty fourth lay down 
the idea that two divine images in the religion of ancient Germany 
emphasize the heroic soldier and fertile mother. 

The German neo-pagans, then, as well as now, kept their 
religion separated from their politics, and this alone was enough 
to put Ludendorf in opposition to Hitler, although Ludendorf was 
convinced that Hitler would ruin Germany, and of course, he event- 
ually did although Ludendorf did not live to see it, 

I 
I 

1 
Numcrically, the new heathen represented only a small part 

of the Nazi regime, however, they were leaders, teachers, and , 
the intelligentsia of the party and thus had a disproportionate 

I influence for their small n.umbers. They consisted of three and 

1 
one half percent of the population, which looks small considering 

, that their were eighty million Germans in Germany or just outside 
of its border, but it still gives us two million eight hundred 
thousand people who had abandoned Christianity for the old Gods, 
Hitler himself, was not an Odinist, although he babbled about 
diverse figures from German history from Odin to Frederick Barbarossa, 
He eventually rejected the New Heathen and made his peace with the 
Lutherans and Roman Catholic church as may be verified by his 
concordat with the Pope. 

Pagan resistance to Christianity had never completely subsided 
in Germany although the intensity of the resistance has varied from 
time to time. Charlemagne is still known as the "slaughterer of 
the Saxons", and St, Boniface stands accused of having broken the 
strength of the gods of old Germany. Some of the resistance about 
1870 centered in Richard Wagner, and the philosppher Nietzche, and 
they were connecting links between Ludendorf's generation and that 
of Scharnhorts and Turnverein Father John, the famous leaders of 
the Napoleonic era, 

I 

Nietzche hated the militaristic leadership of Germany. He 
also hated Christianity calling it a slave religion. For a long 
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time he was an admirer of Wagner until they quarreled and he 
then became a bitter enemy of the famous opera writer, He 
vilified democracy as the rule of cowards and mediocrity and 
called for a race of supermen to rule the world. Nietzche may 
have believed he was calling for a higher type of man to lead 
humanity, but his words were widely misinterpreted. The Junkers 
and tradesmen of Germany thought Nietzche meant them and so his 
ideas furnished some of the background of thought that went into 
the {Nazi party, even though he wouldn't have meant it to be that 
way, However, he may have meant his words, he contributed to 
Germany being the first country in &rope which seriously advocated 
that the pre-Christian deities should be restored. 

For awhile following Germany's defeat in the Second World 
War, the Now Heathen movement disappeared from sight. But the 
movement had been too widespread in Germany simply to vanish 
because the Nazi's had been defeated, The Odinists were not the 
Nazis and never had been. They had been among the first to op- 
pose the march of Hitler, and when they re-appeared in the 195Ots, 
the movement had been solidly established, and Odinist organizations 
were beginning to appear in other western nations. 



THE SONG OF THE SHIELD RING 

- Helgi Hundingsbani 
I Come stand in the Shield Ring with Odin 
I with Saxneat, Baldur, and Thor 

Turn back the works of black Loki 
as the Asatru hnve done before 

Lock Shields in the vanguard with Odin 
Hark, Preya s Valkyries sing 

The Nation of Odin is marching 
neath the sign of the Hammer and Ring 

The first of feats awaits us 
I build strong the Odinic state 

L I Renew the faith of Odin 
I belike our Northman fate 

As the Viking fleets once gathered 
At the Seine and Scapa Flow 

Then hoisted said seaward 
for a nation founding blow 

I 
I Now, sc ience  is ous armor 

Math is our Kirtles' sheen 
I Longships turn to spaceships 

as atomic engines scream 

Prom the stars men came, we shall reti~rn 
We'll search and send our best 

Then Sirius star and the Southern Cross 
shall reply to Odins quest 

When the earth has passed, by fire and flood 
as book and parchments say 

Civilization dead, the oceans gone 
this is the Wanderers' day 

The meek shall inherit the earth, it's said 
in accord with Christian Lay 

While the exploring fleets of Odin 
subdue the Milky Way 

As long as Teutons worship 
with family, tribe, and kind 

If they follow the path of Odin 
Fulfillment they will find 
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Come stand in the Shield Ring with Odin 
with Saxneat, Baldur, and Thor 

Turn back the works of black Loki 
as the Asatru have done before 

ODIN, ASATRU, AND THE EXPLORATION OF SPACE 

Reprinted from the RUNESTONE, published 
by The Asatru Free Assembly, Turlock 
California 

Our critics would tell us that we who follow the gods of 
Asatru are anachronisms, that we are hopelessly oriented to a 
glorious but dead past, and that our religion cannot compete in 
this age of computers, information explosion, and the birth of 
space travel, We can't deny that we are mighty proud of our past, 
and many of us -- to include .this writer -- are romantics at heart 
who have to restrain our enthusiasm for that past history. Yet 
surely this is understandable because our faith has not been in 
continuous existence for many centuries, We cannot but look to 
a distant past when considering our traditions and our religion. 

Nevertheless, we have been solidly reestablished. As there 
is an Asa-faith of the twentieth century, so we expect there will 
be an Asa-faith of the twenty-first and twenty-second centuries, 
and so on, More than this, we suggest that our religion will 
acquire a new and heavier significance in those days to come, 
because of a most beneficial fact; one which will surprise not 
only our critics but in many cases our followers, That fact, 
or rather these two facts, are: The future of the human race -- 
if there is to be a future of the human race -- will involve space 
travel on a scale far beyond the beautiful but tentative baby 
steps of the current space program, And it would be hard to find 
a better patron god of space travel than our Odin, 

There are several reasons for this latter conclusion. The 
fillst which comes to mind is that Odin is a sky-god, but that in 
itself is by no means conclusive, Many other gods share that 
characteristic with our one-eyed father of the gods. 

A better reason is that Odin has the ability to travel. between 
worlds -- the worlds in the World-Tree -- just as the space voyager 
travels from one world to another in our own universe, True, the 
former is shamanistic and the latter physical, but the comparison 
is too strong to be ignored, Both imply a change in environment, 
travel to the habitations of different sorts of creatures, and a 
motivation of curiosity or pragmatic necessity, 





Odin is a god of extension, of the wild and free and unconfined, 
He is the Wanderer, represented in the wind and in ceaseless quest, 
In more modern times he might have been represented in the idea of 
the "ethert' which physicists thought occupied all of space and 
interpenetrated all material bodies. A god of such attributes is 
the natural choice for a patron deity of space travel. 

Odin's craving for wisdom matches the drive of the scientist 
for new data or that of the adventurer and explorer who seeks new 
worlds because of his insatiable curiosity, Space travel itself 
is surely only a logical extension of the relentless expansion 
which took 6lloNorsemen from their misty fjords and impelled them 
to the farthe?,, ,t~eaches of their world, The same spirit which drove 
our ancesto7-s;. + \  Vinland will drive us to the stars themselves. 

I Our reasons foj, going -- to the extent that reasons are needed 
in dealing wit?,. something so elemental -- match pretty well with 
the reasons the Vjkings of old would have given for their own 
outward expansion, 

When the dissident Norwegians left their home country for 
Iceland in a desperate move to flee tyrannical Harald Finehair, 
they were seeking a place where they could live independently, 
Today our planetary surface is rapidly becoming congested, but 

I 
space migrati~n provides a new frontier for those whose freedom 
i a  hampered by existing institutions here on Earth. As fantastic 

I as such a proposition may sound, Dr, Gerard OtNeill of Princeton 
University has demonstrated that space colonies are not only 

I feasible but are in fact within the present state of the art, 
Such self-contained colonies could be the factor which keeps 1 society from being transformed into one more or less uniform 

I 
monoculture, The visionarey ideas of the space enthusiasts could 

I 
be the salvation of cultural diversity -- and the promise of freedom 
for all who refuse to conform to the tyranny of the mass of humanity. 
Ideas which were fantasy when Heinlein wrote Mathuselah1s Children 
are now materializing on the drawing boards of scientists. Space 
is the new frontier, and our breed demands a frontier if we are to 
survive. 

The long-range implications of space travel are awesome and 
mind-stretching, yet they should be considered in this article, 
Letts look beyond the day when there will be orbiting space colonies, 
and beyond the day when the seed of man will have dispersed through- 
out this solar system, Someday, in some manner, we will set sail 
on the fearsome seas of interstellar space and brave the frozen 
light years, What effect will this have on man and one man's spirit? 
Will we still be involved in a linear extension of man's exploring 
past -- or will we be undergoing a transition every bit as funda- 
mental and as far-reaching as the transttion of life on Earth from 
the sea to the land? Will we still be human, as that term is now 
defined? 



A great deal depends on the extent to which we choose to 
insulate ourselves from the effect of the great void, The energies 
coursing through space are largely absorbed by our atmosphere, but 
even so they have been suspected of being a major factor in the 
production of mutations and the resulting march of evolution, If 

, 

we choose, though, we can shield ourselves from these radiations 
and carry a complete Earth environment with us on our far-flung 
voyages, thus preventing the further evolution of the species. 

This is no idle speculation. It is of the utmost importance, 
for any major change in the human organism, and particularly any 
change in the brain or the nervous system, will ultimately affect 
our psychology and our spiritual values, Our biology is not a 
thj-ng apart -- it is an integral part of the human entity, Should 
homo sapiens become something else, his inner being will have changed 
and our religion and our way of thinking will be utterly alien to 
him, 

All of this may be passe long before mankind reaches deep space, 
though, fop soon we will have the ability to influence our own 
evolution, Indeed, it may be that the natural evolutionary potential 
of h, sapiens has ended, and the self-directed evolution of man just 
begun. This being the case, we can preserve the genotype which 
makes us what we are, or make any changes which would be beneficial, 
Whether or not we have the wisdom to do so is doubtful, and beyond 
the scope of this article. 

To those who blanch at the thought of armed Vikings of the 
spaceways swarming throughout the Galaxy, plundering alien civil- 
izations, we recall several salient facts. Space warfare between 
conflicting cultures is not likely for a very long time, if ever. 
Space is characterized by lots of "elbow room". The pragmatic 
Viking attitude may be one of the best that we can take into space 
with 'us -- a willingness to trad.e as well as to fight, but a ready 
willingness to resort to violence if threatened. It should not be 
automatically assumed, as many do, that any other race we meet out 
there will be friendly, We could come upon an enemy, and we could 
have to figh.t for our freedom and our existence. In dealing with 
strange and alien cultures, though, we suspect that Viking curiosity 
will outweigh the Viking pugnacity and desire for plunder, so long 
as there' is no evidence of hostility on the part of the aliens, 

The challenge of space must be met. The follower of Asatru 
is not likely to be a hater of technology. Much evil has been 
wrought by misdirected technology, but likewise has much good been 
done, To turn our backs on the knowledge and abilities which we 
have amassed at such great cost would not be Viking-like, for few 
people of their age were as innovative and as receptive to new ideas 
as the Norsemen. What must,be done is to harness technology firmly 
to our purposes and our values, rather than all-owing that technology A 

to control and shape us in ways we would not willingly go. It can 
be done. Consider the great extent to which our technology is a 
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I direct outgrowth of that restless Western ethic which is our birth- 
right. 

I The ecological impact of space exploration touches another 
point vital to our faith. Our mother the Earth, which on one level 
of reality is personified by the goddess Frigga, has been despoiled 
by those who have no respect or love for her. The movement into 
space will help remedy the injury we have done her. The fact that 
millions of people could be l'iving in space within the next couple 
of centuries will notby itself be enough to relieve our Earth's 
overburdened ecological systems, but other aspects of space tech- 
nology will make a great difference in the quality of ,life on 
Earth. Perhaps the most important will be utilization of the solar 
energy abounding in space, undiminished by the murky atmosphere 
of our planet. If, as some scientists claim, this energy can be 
cheaply beamed down to Earth, we will have taken a major step 
forwardin cleansing our polluted atmosphere and saving our 
swindling energy resources. To any of us who follow a nature- 
oriented religion such as Asatru, this can only be a worthy goal. 

Despite the obvious benefits of space travel, despite the 
I necessity of space travel if we are not to suffocate in our waste 

products and in the social stagnation of an Earth without frontiers, 
voices will be heard telling us that this adventure is too costly 
and that funds which would be spent on these programs would be 
better spent "improving our lot here on this planet1'. Translated 
out of politicianese, this means that we should take this money 

1 and pour it after the countless billions which have already dis- 
appeared in the vacuum of the underdeveloped nations or in the 
i.nefficient gears of the bureaucracy which already oppresses us, 
Actually, space flight can be the best bargain we've ever had for 
improving the human condition all over the globe -- and for giving 

I us a frontier that means freedom. The cries of the "welfare, not 
space" rabble remind us of the warning of Nietzsche that the mass 
of humanity, the weak, the incompetent, the mediocre and worse, 
will try to pull down the strong and capable because they are 
jealous of them. All the more reason to press skyward! 

No, the vertical frontier is our destiny -- not the on1.y 
thing in our destiny, to be sure, but still a strong component 
of it. The Vikings dared the ends of the Earth where men might 
fall off the edge, and found America. We -- both as a people and 
as followers of our gods -- will dare space. Odin will be the 
patron of our quest as we throw ourselves into infinite extension, 
and Thor.his son will thunder forth from our engines! 



\ 
Listen now to Odin himself, as he gives precepts of wisdom 

to mankind in 

HAVAMA L : 

1. All door-ways 
Before going forward, 
Should be looked to; 
For difficult it is to know 
Where foes may sit 
Within a dwelling 

2, Givers, hall! 
A guest is come in: 
Where shall he sit? 
Who on his ways has 
To try his luck, 

3. Fire is needful 
To him who is come in, 
And whose knees are frozen; 
Food and raiment 
A man requires, 
Who o'er the fell has traveled, 

4. Water to him is needful, 
Who for refection comes, 
A towel and hoapktabls invitation, 
A good reception; 
If he can get it,, 
Discourse and answer, 

5 ,  Wit is needful 
To him who travels fart 
At home all is easy, 
A laughing-stock is he 
Who nothing knows, 
And with the instructed sits.-:+ 

6 ,  Of his understanding 
No one should be proud, 
But rather in conduct cautious, 
When the prudent and taciturn 
Come to a dwelling, 
Harm seldom befalls the cautious; 
For a firmer friend 
No man ever gets 



Than great sagacity, 

A wary guest 
Who to refection comes 
Keeps a cautious silence; 
With his ears listens, 
And with his eyes observes: 
So explores every prudent man, 

He is happy 
Who for himself obtains 
Fame and kind words: 
Less sure is that 
Which a man must have 
Xn another's breast, 

He is happy 
Who in himself possesses 
Fame and wit while living; 
For bad counsels 
Have oft been received 
From another's breast, 

A better burthen 
No man bears on the way 
Than much good sense; 
That is thought better than riches 
In a strange place; 
Such is the recourse of the indigent, 

A worse provision 
On the way he cannot carry 
Than too much beer-bibbing; 
So good is not, 
As it is said, 
Beer for the sons of men, 

A worse provision 
No man can take from table 
Than too much beer-bibbing, 
For the more he drinks 
The less control he has 
Of his own mind, 

Obilivian!sheron 'tis called 
Than over potations hovers; 
He steals the minds of men, 
With this bird's pinions 
I was fettered 
In Gunladfs dwelling, 



14, Drunk I was, 
I was over-drunk, 
A t  t h a t  cunning F j a l a r ' s ,  
I t ' s  the  b e s t  drunkenness 
When every one a f t e r  i t  
Regains h i s  reason,  

15, Taci turn  and prudent, 
And i n  war dar ing 
Should a k ing ' s  ch i ld ren  be; 
Joyous and l i b e r a l  
Everyone ahould be 
Un t i l  h i s  'hour of death. ' 

16,  A cowardly man 
Thinks he w i l l  ever l i v e  
If  warfare he avoids; 
Rut o ld  age w i l l  
Give him no peace. 
Though spears  may spare h i m ,  

17. A f o o l  gapes 
When t o  a house he confes, 
To himself mut ters  o r  i s  s i l e n t ;  
But a11 a t  once, 
If he g e t s  drink,  
Then i s  the  man's mind displayed. 

18,  He alone knows, 
Who wanders wide 
And has  much experienced, 
By what d i spos i t i on  
Each man i s  r u l e s  
Who common sense possesses,  

19. Let a man hold the  cup, 
Yet of t he  mead drink moderately, 
Speak sensibly  o r  be s i l e n t ,  
As of a f a u l t  
No man w i l l  admonish thee,  
I f  thou goest  betimes t o  s leep,  

20. A greedy man, 
I f  he be no t  moderate, 
Eats  t o  h i s  mortal sorrow, 
Oftentimes h i s  b e l l y  
Draws laughte r  on a s i l l y  man 
Who among the  prudent come s . 

21, Ca t t l e  know 
When t o  go home 
And then from grazing cease; 
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But a foolish man 
Never knows 

I His stomachcs measure. 

22, A miserable man, 
And ill-conditioned, 

I Sneers at everything: 
One thing he knows not, 
Which he outh to know, 
That he is not free from faults. 

A foolish man 
Is all night awake, 
Pondering over everything; 
He then grows tired, 
And when morning comes 
All is lament as before, 

A foolish man 
Thinks all who on him smile 
To be his friends; 
He feels it not, 
Although they speak ill of him, 
When he sits among the clever, 

A foolish man 
Thinks all who speak him fair 
To be his friends; 
But he will find, 
If into court he comes, 
That he has few advocates. 

A foolish man 
Thinks he knows everything 
If placed in unexpected difficul.ty; 
But he knows not 

What to answer 
If to the test he is put. 

A foolish man, 
Who among people comes, 
Had best be silent; 
For no one knows 
That he knows nothing 
Unless he talks too much. 
He who previously knew nothing 

Will still know nothing, 
Talk he ever so much, 

He thinks himself wise 
Who can ask questions 
And converse also; 



Conceal his ignorance 
No one can, 

Because it circulates among men. 

/ 29. He utters too many 
I Futile words 

Who is never silent; 
A garrulous tongue, 

If it be not checked, 
Sings often to its own harm, 

308 For a gazing-stock 
No man shall have another, 

Although he come a stranger to his house. 
Many a one thinks himself wise, 
If he is not questioned, 
And can sit in a dry habit. 

31. Clever thinks himself 
The guest who jeers a guest, 
If he takes to flight. 
Knows ik' no% certainly 
He who prates at meat, 
Whether he babbles among foes. 

32. Many men are mutually 
Well-disposed, 

Yet at table will torment each other, 
That strife will ever be; 
Guest will guest irritate 

33. Early meals 
A man should often take, 
Unless to a friend's househe goes; 
Else he will sit and mope, 
Will seem half famished, 
And can of few things inquire, 

. Long is and indirect the way 
To a bad friend's, 
Though by the road hedwell; 
But to a good friend's 
The paths lie direct, 
Though he be far away. 

35, A guest should depart, 
Not always stay 
In one place: 
The welcome becomes unwelcome 
If he too long continues 
In another * s house . 
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One's own house is best, 
Small though it be; 
At home is every one his own master. 
Though he but two goats possess, 
And a straw-thatched cot, 
Even that is better than begging, 

One's own house is best, 
Small though it be; 
At home is every one his own master. 
Bleeding at heart is he 
Who has to ask 
For food at every meal-tide. 

Leaving in the field his arms, 
Let no man go 

A footts length forward; 
For it is hard to know 

When on his way 
A man may need his weapon. 

I have never found a man so bountiful 
Or so hospitable 
That he refused a present; 
Or of his property 
So liberal 
That he scorned a recompense. 

Of the property 
Which he has gained, 
No man should suffer need; 
For the hated oft is spared 
What for the dear was destined: 
Much goes worse than is expected. 

With arms and vestments 
Friends should each other gladden, 
Those which are in themselves most sightly. - 
Givers and requiters 
Are longest friends, 
If all else goes well. 

To his friend 
A man should be a friend, 
And gifts with gifts requite; 
Laughter with laughter 
Men should receive, 
But leasing with lying. 

To his friend 
A man should be a friend, 
To him and to his friend; 
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But of h i s  foe  
No man s h a l l  
His f r i e n d ' s  f r i e n d  be. 

Know i f  thou has a f r i e n d  
Whom thou f u l l y  t r u s t e s t ,  

And from whom thou- would ' s t  good deri.ve; 
Thou shou ld t s t  blend thy mind with h i s ,  

And g i f t s  exchange, 
And of ten  go t o  see him, 

I f  thou has another 
Whom thou l i t t l e  t r u s t e s t ,  
Yet wouldts t  good from him derive, 
Th.ou should 'st speak him f a i r ,  
But th ink  c r a f t i l y ,  
And leas ing  pay w i t h  ly ing,  

But of him y e t  f u r t h e r  
Whom thou l i t t l e  t r u s t e s t ,  
And thou suspectes t  h i s  a f fec t ion ,  
Before him thou s h o u l d f s t  laugh, 
And contrary  t o  thy thoughts speak; 
Requi ta l  should the  g i f t  resemble, 

I once was young, 
I was journeying alone 
And l o s t  my way; 
Rich I thought myself 
When I men another: 
Man i s  the  joy of man, 

Liberal  and brave 
Men l i v e  bes t ,  
They seldom cher i sh  sorrow; 
But a bare-minded man 
Dreads everything; 
The niggardly i s  uneasy even a t  g i f t s ,  

My garments i n  a f i e l d  
I gave away 
To two wooden men: 
Heroes they seemed t o  be 
When they got  cloaks:+:- 
Exposed t o  i n s u l t  i s  a naked man, 

A t r e e  wi thers  
That on a h i l l - t o p  stands; 
Pro tec t s  it n e i t h e r  bark o r  leaves: 
Such i s  the  man 
Whom no one favors:  
Why should he l i v e  long? 



51, Hotter than fire 
Love for five days burns 
Between false friends; 
But is quenched 
When the sixth day comes, 
And friendship is all impaired, 
,T> 

52, Something great 
I$ not always to be given, 
Praise is often'for a trifle bought 
With half a loaf 
And a tilted vessel 
I got myself a comrade, 

P 

Little are the sand grains, 
Little the wits, 
~fttle the minds of men; 
FOP all men 
A r e \  ,not wise alike: 
Men are everywhere by halves, 

Moderately wise 
Should each one be, 
But never over-wise; 
For a wise man's heart 
Is seldom glad, 
If he is all-wise who owns it, 

55. Moderately wise 
Should each one be, 
But never over-wise: 
Of those men 
The lives are fairest 
Who know much well, 

56. Moderately wise 
Should each one be, 
But never over-wise: 
His destiny let know 
No man beforehand; 
His mind will be freest from care, 

57. Brand burns from brand 
Until it is burnt out, 
Fire is from fire quickened: 
Man to man 
Becomes known by speech, 
But a fool by his bashful silence. 

58, He should rise early 
I 

Who another's property or life 
Desires to have: 
Seldom a sluggish wolf 
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Gets prey, 
Or a sleeping man victory, 

59, Early should rise 
He who has few workers, 
And go his work to see to; 
Greatly is heretarded 
Who sleeps the mourn away. 
Wealth half depends on energy, 

60, Of dry planks 
And roof shingles 
A man knows the measure; 
Of the firewood 
That may suffice 
Both measure and time* 

61, Washed and refected 
Let a man ride to Thing,+t 
Although his garments be not too good 
Of his shoes and breeches 
Let no one be ashamed, 
Nor of his horss, 
Although he have not a good one, 

62, Inquire>and impart 
Should every man of sense, 
Who will be accounted sage, 
Let one only know, 
A second may not; 
If three, all the world knows, 

6 3 ,  Gasps and gapes, 
When to the sea he comes, 
The eagle over old ocean; 
SO is a man 
Who among many comes, 
And has few advocates, 

64. His power* should 
Every sagacious man 
Use with discretion, 
For he will find, 
q e n  among the bold he comes, 
That no one alone is doughtiest. 

65, Circumspect an6 reserved 
Every man should be, 
And wary in trusting friends; 

W.he public assembly. 
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O f  the words 
That a man says t o  another 
He ofte-n pays the penalty, 

66. Much too ea r ly  
I came t o  many places, 
But too l a t e  t o  others; 
The beer was drunk, 
O r  not ready: 
The d is l iked  seldom h i t s  the moment. 

67, Here and there I should 
Have been invi ted  
If I a meal had needed3 
O r  two hams had hung 
A t  t h a t  t r u e  f r iend ' s  
Where of one T had eaten. 

68. F i re  i s  bes t  
Among the sons of men, 
And the  s igh t  of the  sun, 
If h i s  hea l th  

I A man can have, 
I With a l i f e  f r e e  from vice. 
I 

I 169, No man lacks everything, 
I Although h i s  hea l th  be bad: 

One i n  h i s  sons i s  happy, 1 One i n  h i s  kin, 
1 One i s  abundant wealth, 
I One i n  h i s  good works. 
I 

70, It i s  b e t t e r  t o  l ive ,  
Even t o  l i v e  miserably$ 
A l i v i n g  man can always get  a cow, 
I saw f i r e  consume 
The r i c h  manta property, 
And death stood without h i s  door, 

71. The h a l t  can r i d e  on horseback. 
The one-handed drive c a t t l e ;  
The deaf, f i g h t  and be useful:  
To be b l ind  i s  b e t t e r  
Than t o  be burnt:+$ 
No one g e t s  good from a corpse, 

72, A son i s  b e t t e r  
Even i f  born l a t e ,  
After h i s  f a t h e r ' s  departure, 
Gravestones seldom 
Stand by the way-side 
Unless ra ised  by a kinsman t o  a kinsman, 



73, Two a re  adversaries: 
The tongue i s  the bane of the head: 
Under every cloak 
I expect a hand, 

1 

74. A t  night i s  joyful 
He who i s  sure of t ravel ing entertainment; 
A ship's  yards are  short; 
Variable i s  an autumn night ,  
Many a re  the weather's changes 
In  f i v e  days, 
But more i n  a month, 

75 ,  He knows not, 
Who knows nothing. 
That many a one apes another, 
One man i s  r ich ,  
Another poor: 
Let him not be though blameworthy. 

76, Cat t le  die, 
Kindred die, 
We ourselves a l so  die; 
But the f a i r  fame 
Never d ies  
Of him who earned i t ,  

77, Cat t le  die, 
Kindred die, 
We ourselves a l so  die; 
But I know one thing 
That never dies ,  -- 
Judgment on each one dead, 

78, Fu l l  storehouses Z saw 
A t  Divest sonst:  
Now bear they the beggar's s t a f f ,  
Such a re  r iches,  
A s  i s  the twinkling of an eye: 
O f  . f r iends they a re  most f i ck le ,  

79, A foo l i sh  man, 
I f  he acquires 
Wealth or woman's love, 
Pride grows within him, 
But wisdom never: 
I-Ie goes on more and more arrogant, 

80,  Thus % i s  made manfest, 
If of runes thou questionest him, 
Those t o  the high one known, 



Which the great powers invented, 
I And the great talker-::- painted, 
I 

That he had best hold silence. 
I 

81. At eve the day is to be praised, 
A woman after she is burnt,+:-.;:- 
A sword after it is proved, 
A maid after she is married, 
Ice after it has been crossed, 
Beer after it is drmnk. 

82. In the wind one should hew wood, 
In a breeze row out to sea, 
In the dark talk with a lass, 
Many are the eyes of day, 
In a ~hip~voyages are to be made, 
But a shield is for,protectfon, 

, A sword for striking, 
But a damsel for a kiss. 

83. By the fire one shduld drink beer, 
On the ice slfde: + 
Buy a horse that is lean, 
A sword that is msty; 

1 Feed a horse at home, 
But a dog at the farm. 

8. 

84. In a maidenqs words 
No one should place faith, 
Nor in what a woman says; 
For on a turning wheel 
Have their hearts been formed, 
And guile in their breasts been laid 

85. In a creaking bow, 
A burning flame, 
A yawning wolf, 
A chattering crow, 
A grunting swine, 
A ~ootless tree, 
A waxing wave, 
A boiling kettle, 

1 86. A flying dart, 
A falling billow, 
A one night's ice, 
A coiled serpent, 
A woman t s bed-talk, 



Or a broken sword, 
A bear's play 
Or a royal child, 

87. A sick calf, 
A self-willed thrall, 
A flattering prophetess, 
A corpse newly slain, 
A serene sky, 
A laughing lord, 
A barking dog 
And a harlot's grief, 

88. An early-sown field, 
Let no one trust, 
Nor prematurely in a son: 
Weather rules the field, 
And with( the son, 
Each of wh-i-ch is doubtful. 

89, A brother's murderer, 
Though on the high-road met, 
A half-burnt house, 
An over-swift horse 
(A horse is useless 
If a leg be broken): 
No man is so confiding 
As to trust any of these. 

90. Such is the love of women, 
Who falsehood meditate, 
As if one drove not rough-shod 
On slippery ice, 
A spirited two-year-old 
And unbroken horse; 
Or as in a raging storm 
A helmless ship is beaten; 
Or as if the halt were set to catch 
A reindeer in the thawing fell.<:- 

91. Openly I now speak, 
Because I both sexes know: 
Unstabled are men" minds toward women; 
'Tis then we speak most fair, 
When we most falsely think: 
That deceives even the cautious, 

92. Pair shall speak, 
And money offer, 
Who wouldobtain a woman's love 
Praise the form 
Of a fair damsel; 
He gets, who courts her, 

<+Such lines as this show Norse origin of the Edda. 
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At love should no one 
Ever wonder 
In another: 
A beauteous countenance 
Oft captivates the wise, 
Which captivates not the foolish. 

Let no one wonder at 
Another's folly, 
It is the lot of many. 
All-powerful desire 
Makes of the sons of men 
Fools even of the wise. 

The mind only knows 
What lies near the heart; 
That alone is conscious of our affections 
No disease is worse 
To a sensible man 
Than not to be content with himself. 

That I experienced 
When in the reeds I sat 
Awaiting my delight. 
~ o d y  and so111 to me 
Was that discreet maiden: 
Nevertheless I possess her not. 

Billing's lass 
On her couch I found 
Sun-bright, sleeping. 
A prince's joy 
To me seemed naught, 
If not with that form to live. 

Yet nearer eve 
Must thou, Odin, come, she said, 
If thou wilt talk the maiden over; 
All will be disastrous 
Unless we alone 
Ape privy to such misdeed. 

I returned, 
Thinking to love 
At her wise desire; 
I thought 
I should obtain 
Her whole heart and love. 

When next I came, 
The bold warriors were 
All awake, 
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With lights burning, 
I And bearing torches: 
1 

101, But at the approach of morn, 
I When again I came, 

The hpusehold a11 was sleeping: 
The good damselfs dog 
Alone I found 
Tied to the bed, 

102, Many a fair maiden, 
When rightly known, 
Toward men is fiakle: 
That I experienced 
When that discreet maiden 
I decoyed into danger: 
Contumely of evbry kind 
That wily girl 
Heaped upon me; 
Nor of that damsel gained I aught. 

103. At home let a man be cheerful, 
And toward a guest liberal; 
Of wise conduct he should be, 
Of good memory and ready speech; 
If much knowledge he desires, 
He must often talk on what is good, 
Fimbulfambi he is called 
Who little has to say: 
Such is the nature of the simple, 

104. The old giant I sought; 
Now I am come back: 
Little got I there by silence; 
In many words 
I spoke to my advantage 
In Suttungfs halls,* 

105. Gunlad gave me, 
On her golden seat, 
A draught of the precious mead; 
A bad recompense I afterwards made her 
For her whole soul, 
Her fervent love, 

106, Rate's mouth I caused 1 

To make a space, 
A A ~  to gnaw the rock; 
Over and under me 

%-For the story of Suttung and Gunlad, see second 
part, pp, 246-253 
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Were the giant's ways: 
Thus I my head did peril. 

107, Of a well assumed form 
I made good use: 
Few things fail the wise, 
For Odraerer is now comem 'up 
To men's earthly dwellings, 

108, 'Tis to me doubtful, 
That I could have come 
From the giant's courts, 
Had not Gunlad aided me,-- 
That good damsel 
Over whom I laid my arm, 

109, On the day following 
Came the frost -giants 
To learn something of the High One 
In the High One's hall; 
After Bolverk they inquired, 
Whether he with the gods were come, 
Or Suttung had destroyed him. 

110, Odin I believe 
A ring-oaths@ gave, 
\ a o  in his faith will trust? 
Suttung defrauded, 
Of his drink bereft, 
And Gunlad made to weep! 

111, Time 't is to discourse 
From the speaker's chair, 
By the well of Urd 
I silent sat, 
I saw and meditated, 
I listened to men's words, 

,112, Of runes I heard discourse, 
And of things divine, 
Nor of risking.:@.:@ them were they silent, 
Nor of sage counsels, 
At the High One hall, 
In the High One's hall 
I thus heard say: 

%-In the North a holy oath was taken on aping 
kept in the temple for that purpose, 

-:@*Carving: runes are risted =-runes are carved 
58. 












































































































































































































































































