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            Erik the Norseman [email] [bio]

            From time immemorial, politics, politicians, the powerful and the 

            wealthy, have been fair game for ridicule and disdain. In recent 

            years two new routines have been added to the arsenal of this 

            pastime, Murphy’s Law and the Peter Principle. Considering the 

            present climate of political outrage, they seem particularly apropos 

            to the current climate of public disillusionment. To this end, the 

            following Aphorisms were written to express the author’s 

indignation.

            Aphorism #1

            A politician may be defined as anyone that is not only an elected 

            public official but all persons elected, appointed and self 

            appointed, or hired, whether in the public, corporate, labour or 

            religious sectors, to control, order about or otherwise manipulate 

            the people within their jurisdiction for the purpose of the vested 

            interests which they serve. It may be noted that certain very 

            wealthy, powerful, private individuals may be defined as politicians 

            in their own right.

              The power these people wield and therefore the evil that they can 

              accomplish is in direct proportion to the legal authority, wealth, 

              and size of the organization they represent and to the status they 

              hold within that organization. 

            Aphorism #2

            All politicians, without exception, are self-seeking, lying, 

            opportunists, who if they were not in public office would be in 

            prison, or should be.

              This does not preclude the possibility (remote as may be) that an 

              honest man can be elected to office, but it does deny any 

              reasonable expectation that he will remain honest once elected and 

              exposed to the corrupting influence of the political process. 

            Aphorism #3

            There is no discernible difference between the parties of the left 

            or the right, except in their disagreement over who should be top 

            dog and who the underdog.

              This distinction is not discernible from the vantage point of the 

              average person. Even in the event of a revolution, there is only a 

              change of masters, which is of no consequence to the vast majority 

              who remain oppressed. 

            Aphorism #4

            It is, was and shall always be the sole and only purpose of every 

            government to make the rich and the powerful, richer and more 

            powerful, at the expense of the poor, the weak and the infirm.

              Taxes are premiums paid by the aforementioned poor, weak and 

              infirm on behalf of the aforementioned rich and powerful to insure 

              that they remain rich and powerful. 

            Aphorism #5

            No tax levied has ever benefited those from whom it was collected.

              Lest this lead to thoughts of revolution, it should be born in 

              mind, that should such a revolution be successful, its leaders 

              will now be the new rich and powerful and will levy taxes and 

              enact such new laws they may wish for their own purposes and gain. 

            Aphorism #6

            A vote for any politician is a vote for your own enslavement.

              In spite of this, should you choose to cast your ballot and your 

              vote succeed in electing a candidate, such a politician, while 

              possibly not as yet rich, will now have the power to help tax you 

              for his own benefit or make your life miserable in some other way 

              of his choosing. 

            Aphorism #7

            No politician will ever tell the truth when a lie will serve as 

            well. All politicians, as a matter of considered policy, will lie at 

            every given opportunity except when it is specifically to his 

            disadvantage to do so.

              When there is neither any advantage nor disadvantage to telling 

              the truth, and inasmuch as the convincing lie is a complex and 

              difficult art requiring much practice, a politician will continue 

              to lie whenever the opportunity presents itself. 

              The only exception to this rule is when a politician tells the 

              truth, but not all of the truth, just enough to create a false 

              impression or when he tells the truth, all of the truth and 

              nothing but the truth, but tells it in such a manner that everyone 

              is convinced he is lying. These are two very sophisticated methods 

              of bamboozling the public and most successful politicians are 

              experts. 

              Any politician who disregards this policy is known as “the 

              former”. 

            Aphorism #8

            No politician has ever been known to do anything for the public good 

            or that of his constituents except:

              When it benefits the vested interests (i.e. corporate or labour 

              etc.), which he serves. 

              As a means to enhance his own image and reputation. 

              As an accidental side effect of the foregoing, which should it be 

              discovered, a politician will take full advantage and credit for 

              his own benefit. 

            Aphorism #9

            The aptitudes and qualities of character and personality that make a 

            politician (an electable personality) and those of an able 

            administrator and devoted servant of the people (usually considered 

            feeble minded) are never found in the same individual.

              Should, by some remote mischance, an able individual be elected, 

              he will be able to accomplish absolutely nothing. The structure of 

              government and the political process, by their very nature, 

              preclude the possibility of anyone ever achieving anything useful 

              on behalf of the people. 

            Aphorism #10

            Firearms and other means of defence must be restricted and 

            legislated out of the hands of potential victims of crime so that 

            armed criminals may not be deterred or hindered from plying their 

            trade.

            Aphorism #11

            Altruism is not an emotion compatible with political aspirations. 

            Aphorism #12

            All campaign promises are made to be broken. A politician’s greatest 

            dilemma lies in deciding which he can afford to keep and which won’t 

            cost him too many votes to break.

            Aphorism #13

            No form of government, regardless of what it chooses to call itself, 

            can refer to itself by the appellation, democratic, if its 

            representatives do not, between elections, remain accountable to 

            those who elected them.

            Aphorism #14

            Politics, like masturbation, while not illegal, is a practice best 

            performed in private.

            Aphorism #15

            The woman who marries a politician is like unto the man who marries 

            a madam still servicing her own customers.

            Aphorism #16

            The Politician’s Credo:

              Whatever you say – it must be a lie 

              Whatever you feel – it must be insincere 

              Whatever you think – it must be treasonous 

              Whatever you do – it must be seditious 

            Aphorism #17

            Campaign promises bear the same relationship to the truth as 

            newspaper articles do to accuracy: i.e. none to speak of. 

            Aphorism #18

            The lure of public life or service is often most strongly felt by 

            those suffering from a perverse desire, with official and legal 

            sanction, to perform acts or deeds which otherwise would land them 

            in prison or a forensic facility for the criminally insane.

            Aphorism #19

            From an unknown source, but quite true: “Keep a government poor and 

            it’s your servant, make it rich and it becomes your master.”

            Aphorism #20

            No politician has, does, or ever will place the interests of his 

            nation or people ahead of his own interests or that of his party. 

            The appearance of any one who even vaguely resembles such a monster 

            will immediately be recognized by all right thinking politicians for 

            the enormous threat he represents, labeled MAD, and confined, 

            forthwith, in an institution for the criminally insane. 

            Aphorism #21

            A politician is a living entity who has voluntarily lowered his 

            status from Homo sapiens to that of some kind of proto-human refuse, 

            a status from which he naturally and inevitably will then devolve 

            into sub-human excrement.

            Aphorism #22

            Running for public office should be considered as absolute proof 

            that the candidate is a member of the phylum annelida and therefore 

            is entitled to no rights or protections other than those afforded 

            them by the S.P.C.A., insofar as that body could give a damn about 

            the mistreatment of worms and leeches.

            Aphorism #23

            Any candidate for public office may legitimately be suspected of 

            other, possibly even less savory perversions.

            Aphorism #24

            “Political Correctness” in the hands of our politicians has become 

            an instrument of national suicide.

            Aphorism #25

            A politician, when faced with a question he does not like, will 

            always reply with the answer to another question more to his liking.

            Aphorism #26

            Despotic governments often hold elections, but only at the point of 

            a gun.

            Aphorism #27

            As a matter of political necessity, every political party, once in 

            power, must commit the very same excesses, abuses etc. of the 

            previous government that they most vehemently deplored when in 

            opposition.

            Aphorism #28

            Concurrent sentencing bears the same relationship to justice as ‘two 

            for one’ specials or ‘volume discounts’ do for marketing. 

            Unfortunately there is no such thing as a bargain. Someone always 

            pays, either in higher prices on other products, lower profits for 

            the shareholder or in the case of justice, a further deterioration 

            of society and re-victimization of the victim.

            Aphorism #29

            ‘Blue’ laws are enacted, not for the protection of public morals, 

            but to eliminate the competition.

              This, however, does not usually produce the desired result of 

              greater government revenues but simply encourages the creation of 

              a black market. 

            Aphorism #30

            When taxes exceed the willingness or ability of the public to pay, 

            the official economy declines and the underground economy expands. 

            Aphorism #31

            Laws enacted to regulate public morals rarely affect public conduct 

            but they do earn politicians brownie points with the self-proclaimed 

            virtuously superior hypocrites who contribute to their election 

            campaigns.

            Aphorism #32

            Contrary to the opinion of a militant minority, a Union Card is NOT 

            a license to commit criminal acts but this is not apparent to judge 

            from the action of striking workers or Police response to such 

            action.

            Aphorism #33

            Political expediency must, at all costs, take precedence over good 

            government and common sense.

            Aphorism #34

            It is said that an honest politician is a politician who once 

            bought, stays bought.

            Aphorism #35

            Power should never be granted those who pursue it for they will only 

            seek to corrupt it. 

            Aphorism #36

            A Politician’s expectation of the electorate’s gullibility is 

            exceeded only by the folly of those who elect them.

              If this were not so, no politician would ever be re-elected. 

            Aphorism #37

            The right to free speech has come to mean that you have the right to 

            freely express your opinions only for as long as the ‘politically 

            correct’ and other political bigots agree with what you have to say.

              To publicly disagree with the ‘politically correct’ and other 

              bigots is to solicit persecution, prosecution, censure and 

              notoriety. 

            Aphorism #38

            The moral and ethical values of any system of justice that allows a 

            convicted criminal out of jail before his victim is discharged from 

            the hospital must be seriously questioned.

            Aphorism #39

            To acquit an accused criminal on the basis of a simple technicality 

            in the face of overwhelming proof of guilt beyond a reasonable doubt 

            is not only UN-reasonable but also morally reprehensible. 

            Aphorism #40

            The ‘right’ to the ‘presumption of innocence’ (a right that is, 

            quite correctly, fundamental to our sense of justice) and the right 

            to bail, must, nevertheless NOT be permitted to override common 

            sense, the weight of evidence or the consideration of past conduct 

            to the detriment of justice or public safety.

            Aphorism #41

            In the case of known dangerous offenders, the judiciary should be 

            held accountable and suffer the same punishment as that of the 

            offender, should the accused re-offend subsequent to release on 

bail.

              If Judges were to ‘know’ for a certainty that they would be held 

              responsible for their ‘irresponsible’ decisions (decisions utterly 

              contrary to the public interest and safety), perhaps they would 

              act more responsibly. 

              Should such accountability ‘not’ bring about results as expected 

              under subsection a., at least we would eliminate a number of 

              incompetent Judges who pose a far greater danger to the public 

              good than the criminals whose cases they adjudicate. 

            Aphorism #42

            All governments, once in power, will quickly become estranged from 

            the principles and ideals from which they sprang, become addicted to 

            their newfound power and wealth, and cling to that power by every 

            means at their disposal. 

            Aphorism #43

            Any individual, group or society that places upon the lives of 

            convicted murderers and fur bearing animals, a value greater than 

            the value placed upon the life of an unborn human child, securely 

            ensconced in the protective custody of its mother’s womb, must be 

            viewed with alarm and revulsion.

            Aphorism #44

            Any system of justice that places the civil rights of convicted 

            criminal ahead of the rights of law-abiding citizens is a legitimate 

            cause for alarm.

            Aphorism #45

            - Robin Hood invented the concept of robbing the rich to benefit the 

            poor.

            - Machiavelli invented the concept of robbing the poor to benefit 

            the rich.

            - The socialists invented the concept of robbing both the rich and 

            the poor to benefit themselves.

              When the NDP strayed from their socialist principles, stopped 

              stealing from the rich, and instead embraced them, the ensuing 

              inevitable corruption lead to their downfall. 

            Aphorism #46

            Government is a tool created by politicians in order to enable them 

            to better and more effectively defy and thwart the will of the 

            people. 

            Aphorism #47

            Politicians have come to regard the electorate as an obstacle to 

            their ambitions rather than as a group whose aims and needs they 

            should compete to prove they are best able to fulfill. 
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