This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of
to make the world’s books discoverable online.

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was nevel
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domair
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that’s often difficult to discover.

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book’s long journey fro
publisher to a library and finally to you.

Usage guidelines

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belon
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have take
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying.

We also ask that you:

+ Make non-commercial use of the fild&e designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these fil
personal, non-commercial purposes.

+ Refrain from automated queryirigo not send automated queries of any sort to Google’s system: If you are conducting research on m:
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encc
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help.

+ Maintain attributionThe Google “watermark” you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping ther
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it.

+ Keep it legalWhatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume |
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can’t offer guidance on whether any specific
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book’s appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in al
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe.

About Google Book Search

Google’s mission is to organize the world’s information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps
discover the world’s books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on
athttp://books.google.com/ |



http://books.google.com/books?id=FQo321pSJ84C&hl=en

The Jew The Gypsy
and El Islam

By the late Captain
SIR RICHARD F. BURTON

K.C.M.G. F.R.G.5. EFC

Translator of
“The Thousand and One Nights,” and Author of * The
Book cof the Sword,” ** My Pilgritmage
to Mecca,” ete

Edited with a Preface and Brief Notes
by
W. H. WILKINS

London
Hutchinson & Co

Paternoster Row
1808



Printed by Hazell, Watson, & Viney, Ld., London and Aylesbury.



PREFACE

S —

“¢£ ™ OOD wine needs no bush,” and a good book

needs no preface, least of all from any
but the author's pen. This i8 a rule more
honoured in the breach than the observance nowa-
days, when many a classic appears weighed down
and obscured by the unnecessary remarks and bulky
commentaries of some unimportant editor. For
my part it will suffice to give as briefly as possible
the history of the MSS. now published for the
first time in this volume.

Sir Richard Burton was a voluminous writer. In
addition to the forty-eight works published during
his life, there remained at his death twenty MSS,,
some long and some short, in different stages of
completion. A few were ready for press; others were
finished to all intents and purposes, and only required
final revision or a few additions; some were in a
state of preparation merely, and for that reason
may never see the light. Those in this volume
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vi © Pretace

belong to the second category. That so many of
Burton’s MSS. were unpublished at the time of his
death arose from his habit of working at several
books at a time. In his bedroom, which also served
as his study, at Trieste were some ten or twelve rough
deal tables, and on each table were piled the materials
and notes of a different book in a more or less ad-
vanced stage of completion. When he was tired of one,
or when he came to a standstill for lack of material,
he would leave it for a time and work at another.
During the last few years of his life the great success
which attended his Arabian Nights led him to turn
his attention more to that phase of his work, to
the exclusion of books which had been in prepara-
tion for years. Thus it came about that so many
were unpublished when he died.

As it is well known, he left his writings, published
and unpublished, to his widow, Lady Burton,
absolutely, to do with as she thought best. Lady
Burton suppressed what she deemed advisable; the
rest she brought with her to England. She
published her Life of Sir Richard Burton, a new
edition of his Arabian Nights, also Catullus and
Il Pentamerone; and was arranging for the publica-
tion of others when she died (March, 1896).

Her sister and executrix, Mrs. Fitzgerald (to
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whom I should like to express my gratitude for the
many facilities she has given me), thought fit to
entrust me with the work of editing and pre-
paring for publication the remaining MSS. In the
exercise of the discretion she was good enough to
vest in me, I determined to bring out first the three
MSS. which make up this book.

The first part—The Jew—has a somewhat
curious history. Burton collected most of the
materials for writing it from 1869 to 1871, when
he was Consul at Damascus. His intimate know-
ledge of Eastern races and languages, and his
sympathy with Oriental habits and lines of thought,
gave him exceptional facilities for ethnological
studies of this kind. Disguised as a native, and
unknown to any living soul except his wife, the
British Consul mingled freely with the motley popu-
lations of Damascus, and inspected every quarter
of the city—Muslim, Christian, and Jewish. His
inquiries bore fruit in material, not only for this
general essay on the Jew, but for an Appendix dealing
with the alleged rite of Human Sacrifice among the
Sephardim or Eastern Jews, and more especially the
mysterious murder of Padre Tomaso at Damascus
in 1840. There is little doubt that his inquiry
into these subjects was one of the reasons which
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long-contemplated work on the Gypsies. Unfortu-
nately other interests intervened, and the work was
never completed. It was one of the many unfinished
things Burton intended to complete when he should
have quitted the Consular Service. He hoped, for
instance, to make fuller inquiries concerning the
Gypsies in France, Germany, and other countries
of Europe, and especially he intended to write a
chapter on the Gypsies in England on his return
home. Even as it stands, however, The Gypsy
is a valuable addition to ethnology; for apart
from Burton’s rare knowledge of strange peoples
and tongues, his connexion with the Gypsies lends
to ‘the subject a unique interest. There is no doubt
that he was affiliated to this strange people by
nature, if not by descent. To quote from the Gypsy
Lore Journal':

““ Whether there may not be also a tinge of Arab,
or perhaps of Gypsy blood in Burton's race, is a
point which is perhaps open to question. For the
latter suspicion an excuse may be found in the
incurable restlessness which has beset him since his
infancy, a restlessness which has effectually prevented
him from ever settling long in any one place, and
in the singular idiosyncrasy which his triends have

! January, 1891.
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often remarked—the peculiarity of his eyes. ¢ When .
it (the eye) looks at you,’” said one who knows him
well, ¢it looks through you, and then, glazing over,
seems to see something behind you. Richard Burton
is the only man (not a Gypsy) with that peculiarity,
and he shares with them the same horror of a corpse,
death-bed scenes, and graveyards, though caring
little for his own life.” When to this remarkable
fact be added the scarcely less interesting detail
that Burton’ is one of the half-dozen distinctively
Romany names, it is evident that the suspicion of
Sir Richard Burton having a drop of Gypsy blood in
his descent—crossed and commingled though it be
with an English, Scottish, French, and Irish strain—
is not altogether unreasonable.”

On this subject Lady Burton also wrote:

“In the January number of the Gypsy Lore
Journal a passage is quoted from ‘a short sketch
of the career’ of my husband (a little black pamphlet)
which half suspects a remote drop of Gypsy blood
in him. There is no proof that this was ever the
case; but there is no question that he showed many
of their peculiarities in appearance, disposition, and
speech—speaking Romany like themselves. Nor did
we ever enter a Gypsy camp without their claiming
him : ¢ What are you doing with a black coat on?’
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they would say; ‘why don’t you join us and be
our KingpP’”!?

Whether the affinity was one of blood or of nature
does not greatly matter ; in either case it lends a
special interest to Burton’s study of the gypsy.

Of El Islam ; or, The Rank of Muhammadanism
among the Religions of the World there is little
to be said. It is one of the oldest of the Burton
MSS.; and though it bears no date, from internal
evidence I judge it to have been written soon after
his famous pilgrimage to Mecca in 1853. It is, in
fact, contemporary with his poem The Kasidah,
though I know not why the poem was published
and the essay withheld. Probably Burton con-
templated writing more fully on the subject.
Muhammadanism in its highest aspect always
attracted him. So long ago as 1848 we find him
preparing for his Mecca pilgrimage, not only by
learning the Koran and practising rites and cere-
monies, but by “a sympathetic study of Sufi-ism, the
Gnosticism of El Islam, which would raise me high
above the rank of a mere Muslim.”? Lady Burton
writes: * This stuck to him off and on all his life ”;
and, it may be added, gave a colour to his writings.

! Lady Burton’s Life of Her Husband, Vol. I., p. 252.
7 Burton’s Reminiscences, written for Mr. Hitchman in 1888,
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Since Burton wrote this essay (now published for
the first time) a change has taken place among
thinking men in the estimate of El Islam among
the religions of the world. Writers like Lane Poole,
Isaac Taylor, and Bosworth Smith, to name no
others, have cleared away many misconceptions
concerning the “Saving Faith,” and have discussed
its merits as a humanizing creed. But the testimony
of a man like Burton, who by personal observation
studied thoroughly the “inner life of the Muslim,’
who absolutely lived the life of an Arab pilgrim,
and penetrated to the Holy of Holies, of necessity
carries peculiar weight.

I should like to say a few words concerning the
anthor’s MSS. So many conflicting rumours have
appeared with reference to the late Sir Richard
Burton’s MSS,, that it is well to state that these are
here reproduced practically as they left the author’s
hands.! It has been my endeavour to avoid over-
editing, and to interfere as little as possible with the
original text. Hence editorial notes, always in
square brackets, are sparingly introduced. It has not
been found necessary to make any verbal changes

! In the case of the Appendix on Human Sacrifice among the
Sephardim or Eastern Jews and the murder of Padre Tomaso, I
have (as before stated) preferred to hold it over to publishing it in
a mutilated form.
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of importance. But the case is different with the
spelling of proper names, which were left in such a
chaotic condition that a revision was found indis-
pensable, so as to reduce them to some measure
of uniformity. The variants were so many and
the MS. so difficult to decipher, that I am fain
to crave indulgence for my performance of this
somewhat troublesome task.

In conclusion, I will only add that it has been my
endeavour to give a full and accurate presentment of
these hitherto unpublished MSS. There are more to
follow ; but these form a good sample of the work
of the famous Oriental traveller in fields which
he made peculiarly his own. They are eminently
characteristic of the man. They give glimpses of
him once more as a bold and original thinker, a
profound student of men and things, as a rare
genius, if a wayward one, and as one of the most
remarkable personalities of our day and generation.

W. H. WILKINS.
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CHAPTER 1

GENERAL OPINION OF THE JEW

T'HE history of the Jew as well as his physiological
aspect are subjects which still remain to be

considered and carefully to be worked out from an
Aryan point of view. We have of late years seen
books in plenty upon points of detail: let us
particularize The Physical History of the Jewish
Race, by Dr. Josiah Clark Nott* (Charleston, 1850) ;
Le Juif, par le Chevalier Geargenot des Monceseaux
(Paris: Henri Plon, 1871) ; and Notices of the Jews
and their Country by the Classic Writers of
Antiquity : being a Collection of Statements and
Opinions translated from the Works of Greek and
Latin Heathen Authors previous to A.p. 500, by
John Gill (London: Longmans, 1872). But in these,
as in other works, we find wanting a practical and
personal familiarity with the subject, nor can we be
surprised at its absence. It is generally assumed

[* Dr. J. C. Nott, the well-known ethnologist.]
3
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that at the present moment there are six millions of
Jews scattered over the face of the earth. Some have
exaggerated the total to nine millions and a half;
but even the former figure is a greater number, says
M. Crémieux, than the nation could boast of at
any other period of its history, ancient or modern.'
Throughout the world also the race inereases with
such marvellous rapidity as a rule, which admits
of few exceptions, that philosophical inquirers are

' The two great centres of Jewish population are, first, the
northern part of Africa between Morocco and Egypt, eapecially the
Barbary States, where they form the chief element of the town
population, and where a census is at present mere guesswork;
they spread gradusally sonthwards, and since 1858 a trading colony
has occupied Timbuctoo on the Niger. The other families in Africa
are the Falashas, or Black Jews of Abyssinia, mere proselytes like
those of Malabar, and a few Europeans at the Cape of Good Hope.
The second great centre is that region of Europe which extends
from the Lower Danube to the Baltic; and here there are about
four millions who occupy the middle class among the Sclavonic
nationalities, while in the whole of Western Europe there are not a
hundred and twenty thousand. Their descendants have followed
the path of European migrations to America, North and South, and to
Australia, where the large commercial towns enable them to multiply
as in the Old World, and much more rapidly than the Christian
population. The other outlying colonies are in Turkey, Enropean as
well as Ansiatic, althongh the Holy Land now contains but a small
proportion of their former numbers ; in Yemen, especially at Sanad
and Aden, in Nejerdn, and other parts of Arabia ; along the whole
course of the Euphrates, in Kurdistan, Persia, and India, especially
in Malabar, where there are white and black Jews ; in China and in
Cochin China, both colonies being also found ; and in the Turkoman
countries. Hers they inhabit the four fortresses of Shahr-i-sabz,
Kulab, Shamatan, and Urta Kurgan, with about thirty smali
villages ; they live in their own quarters, and, except having to pay
higher taxes, they are treated on an equal footing with the other
inhabitants.
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beginning to ask whether this immense fecundity,
taken in connexion with the exceptionally healthy
and vigorous physique of the race, its ubiquity and
its cosmopolitanism, does not point to a remarkable
career in times to come.

The ethnologist and the student of general
history are urgently invited to consider the annals
and the physical and intellectual aspects of the
children of Israel, perhaps the most interesting
subject that can occupy their attention. The Jew,
like the Gypsy, stands alone, isolated by character, if
not by blessing. Traditionally, or rather according
to its own tradition, the oldest family on earth, it
is at the same time that which possesses the most
abundant vitality. Its indestructible and irrepressible
life-power enables this pation without a country to
maintain an undying nationality and to nourish a
sentiment of caste with a strength and a pertinacity
unparalleled in the annals of patriotism. The people
that drove the Jews from Judea, the empires which
effaced the kingdoms of Israel and Judah from
the map of the world, have utterly perished. The
descendants of the conquering Romans are un-
distinguishable from the rest of mankind. But,
eighteen hundred years after the Fall of Jerusalem,
the dispersed Jewish people have a distinct existence,
are a power in every European capital, conduct the
financial operations of nations and governments, and
are to be found wherever civilization has extended
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and commerce has penetrated ; in fact, it has made
all the world its home.

One obstacle to a matured and detailed ethno-
logical study of the Jew is the difficulty of becoming
familiar with a people scattered over the two
hemispheres. Though the race is ome, the two
great factors blood and climate have shown it to
be anything but immutable, either in physique
or in character. Compare, for instance, the two
extremes—the Tatar-faced Karaite of the Crimea
with the Semitic features of Morocco, the blond
lovelocks of Aden and the fiery ringlets of Germany
with the greasy, black hair of Houndsditch. And
as bodily form differs greatly, there is perhaps a
still greater distinction in mental characteristics:
we can hardly believe the peaceful and industrious
Dutch Jew a brother of the fanatic and ferocious
Hebrew who haunts the rugged Highlands of Safed
in the Holy Land. Yet though these differences
constitute almost a series of sub-races, there is one
essentially great quality which cements and combines
the whole house of Israel.

The vigour, the vital force, and the mental capacity
of other peoples are found to improve by inter-
mixture ; the more composite their character, the
greater their strength and energy. But for genera-
tion after generation the Jews have preserved, in
marriage at least, the purity of their blood. In
countries where they form but a small percentage of
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the population the range of choice must necessarily
be very limited, and from the very beginning of
his history the Jew, like his half-brother the Arab,
always married, or was expected to marry, his first
cougin. A well-known traveller of the present day
has proved that this can be done with impunity
only by unmixed races of men, and that the larger
the amount of mixture in blood the greater will
be the amount of deformity in physique and morale
to be expected from the offspring. Consanguineous
marriages are dangerous in England, and far more
dangerous, as De Hone has proved, in Massachusetts.
Yot the kings of Persia intermarried with their
sisters, and the Samaritan branch of the Jews is
80 closely connected that first cousins are almost
aiaters.

Physically and mentally the Jewish man and
woman are equal in all respects to their Gentile
peighbours, and in some particulars are superior
to them. The women of the better class are strongly
snd symmetrically shaped ; and although their beauty
of feature is not that admired by the Christian eye,
debility and deformity are exceptionally rare. In
‘grace of form and in charm of manner they are far
superior to their husbands and brothers, and indeed
this everywhere appears to be a sub-characteristic
racial feature. They are nowhere remarkably distin-
guished for chastity, and in some places, Morocco for
imstance, their immorality is proverbial. Their grand
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physique does not age like that of the natives of the
strange countries which they colonize and where
Europeans readily degenerate, they preserve youth
for ten years longer than their rivals, they become
mothers immediately after puberty, and they bear chil-
dren to a far later age. Their customs allow them
to limit the family, not by deleterious drugs and
dangerous operations, but by the simple process of
prolonging the period of lactation, and barrenness
is rare amongst them as in the days when it was
looked upon as a curse. There is scarcely any
part of the habitable globe, from the Highlands
of Abyssinia to the Lowlands of Jamaica, in which
the Jewish people cannot be acclimatized more
readily and more rapidly than the other races of
Europe—also the result of blood comparatively free
from that intermixture which brings forward the
inherent defects of both parents.

The Jews also enjoy a comparative immunity from
various forms of disease which are the scourge of
other races. Pulmonary and scrofulous complaints
are rare amongst them; leprosy and elephantiasis
are almost extinct; and despite their impurity in
person and the exceptional filth of their dwelling-
places, they are less liable to be swept away by
cholera and plague than the natives of the countries
which are habitually ravaged by those epidemics.
They seldom suffer from the usual infectious results,
even where the women are so unchaste that honour
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seems as unknown to them as honesty to the
men.

Physiologists have asked, How is this phenomenon
to be accounted for? Why is the duration of life
greater among the Jews than among the other races of
Europe? Is it the result of superior organization or
of obedience to the ceremonial law P The researches
of those who have made these questions their special
stody supply but one eatisfactory or sufficient answer,
and it may be summed ap in six words—a prodigious
superiority of vital power. And all the laws attri-
bated to the theistic secularism of Moses were issued
with one object—namely, that of hardening and
tempering the race to an extent which even Sparta
ignored. The ancient Jew was more than half a
Bedawin, and not being an equestrian race his annual
journeys to and from Jerusalem were mostly made
on foot. His diet was carefully regulated, and his
year was a succession of fasts and feasts, as indeed
it is now, but not to such an extent as formerly.
The results were simply the destruction of all the
weaklings and the survival of the fittest.

Thrice during the year, by order of the Torah
(Deut. xvi. 16 )—namely (1) in the Passover, or feast
of unleavened bread during the first ecclesiastical
aud the seventh civil month; (2) at Pentecost, or
Bhebaoth (weeks), the feast of the wheat harvest
in the third or the ninth month; and (3) at the
Feast of Tabernacles, or the ingathering of the harvest
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in the seventh or the first month—the Jew of old was
religicusly commanded to appear before the Lord.
He was bound to leave his home, which might be
distant a hundred and fifty miles, and travel up
to Jerusalem, where he led a camp life like his
half-brothers in the Desert. This semi-nomad life
was combined with a quasi-ascetic condition produced
by the frequency and the severity of his fasts and
by the austerities attending upon making ready for
the Sabbath, that is to say, the preparations of Friday
evening—some religious men even in the present age
suffer nothing to pass their lips for seven consecutive
days and nights.! This afflicting the soul, as it is
called, served to breed a race equally hard and hardy
in frame and mind. It embodied to perfection the
idea of the sacrifice of personal will. Add to this
the barbarous and ferocious nature of their punish-
ments, amongst which stoning by the congregation
is perhaps the most classical, and the perpetual
bloodshed in the Temple, which must have suggested
a butcher’s shambles.

! This terrible fast ia called Ha-frakid. Old men have been kmown
in Syria and Palestine to endure it twice a year, in summer and in
winter. They sup on Saturday evening, and till the sunset of the
next Saturday they do not allow themselves to swallow even a drop
of water or to touch a pinch of snuff. The state of prostration
towards the end of the term is extreme, and the first thing done,
when the time has passed, is to place the patient in a warm bath,
This is probebly the severest fast known to the world, unless it be
rivalled by certain Hindu ascetics : the Greek and Coptic Christians
and the Muhammadans have nothing to compare with it,





